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Ferguson 
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Michael Brown Sr., speaks at the spot where his son, Michael Brown, was killed one year ago Sunday, Aug. 9, 2015, in Ferguson, Mo. Sunday marks one year since 
Michael Brown was shot and killed by Ferguson police officer Darren Wilson. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Roberson) 
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Ferguson 


JIAA SALTER 
JIAA SUHR 
Associated Press 
FERGUSON, Missouri (AP) — 

One year after the shooting 
that cast greater scrutiny 
on how police interact with 
block communities, the fa¬ 
ther of slain IS-yeor-old Mi¬ 
chael Brown led o march 
in Ferguson, Missouri, on 
Sunday after a crowd of 
hundreds observed A'k 
minutes of silence. 

Those who gathered to 
commemorate Brown be¬ 
gan their silence at 12:02 
p.m., the time he was killed, 
for a length of time that 
symbolized the AVi hours 
that his body lay in the 
street after he was killed. 
Two doves were released 
at the end. Police largely 
remained away from the 
ceremony. 

Michael Brown Sr. held 
hands with others to lead 
the march, which started at 
the site where his son, who 
was black and unarmed, 
was fatally shot by Fergu¬ 
son officer Darren Wilson 
on Aug. 9, 2014. A grand 
jury and theU.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Justice declined 
to prosecute Wilson, who 
resigned in November, but 
the shooting touched off a 
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his son, Michael Brown Sr. 
said, “Miss you.” 

He had thanked supporters 
before the march for not 
allowing what happened 
to his son to be “swept un¬ 
der the carpet." 

Later Sunday, a few hun¬ 
dred people turned out 
at Greater St. Mark Family 
Church in a ceremony to 
remember Brown, with his 
father joining other rela¬ 
tives sitting behind the pul¬ 
pit. 

Anthony Gray, one of the 
Brown family’s attorneys, 
said of the shooting, “You 
knew in your gut that it 
wasn't right. And you knew 
what that officer did was 
unjustified.” 

Michael Brown Sr. had also 
led a parade involving sev¬ 
eral hundred people on 
Saturday. 

He said his family is still 
grieving, but he believes his 
son’s legacy can be seen 
in the increased awareness 
of police shootings, and re¬ 
newed skepticism when of¬ 
ficers describe their side of 
events leading up to those 
shootings. 

The anniversary has also 
sparked renewed protests, 
but the focus of the week¬ 
end is largely on Brown, 
who graduated from high 
school weeks before the 
shooting and planned to 
go to trade school to study 
to become a heating and 
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Michael Brown Sr., center, takes part in a parade in honor of his son, Michael Brown, in Ferguson, 
Mo. Sunday marks one year since Michael Brown was shot and killed by Ferguson police officer 
Darren Wilson. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Roberson) 


national “Black Lives Mat¬ 
ter” movement. 

Pausing along the route at 
a permanent memorial for 


air conditioning techni¬ 
cian. 

Relatives and friends de¬ 
scribed Brown as a quiet. 


gentle giant who stood 
around 6-foot-3 (1.9 me¬ 
ters) and weighed nearly 
300 pounds (136 kilograms). 


But police said Brown stole 
items from a convenience 
store and shoved the own¬ 
er who tried to stop him 
on the morning of Aug. 9, 
2014. Moments later, he 
and a friend were walking 
on Canfield Drive when 
Wilson, who is white, told 
them to move to the side¬ 
walk. 

That led to a confrontation 
inside Wilson’s police car. It 
spilled outside, and Wilson 
claimed that Brown came 
at him, menacingly, lead¬ 
ing to the fatal shooting. 
Some witnesses claimed 
Brown had his hands up in 
surrender. 

Federal officials conclud¬ 
ed there was no evidence 
to disprove testimony by 
Wilson that he feared for 
his safety, nor was there re¬ 
liable evidence that Brown 
had his hands up in surren¬ 
der when he was shot. 

The shooting led to pro¬ 
tests, some violent, and 


the unrest escalated again 
in November when a St. 
Louis County grand jury 
determined that Wilson 
did nothing wrong. He re¬ 
signed days later. The No¬ 
vember riots included fires 
that burned more than a 
dozen businesses. 

The Justice Department 
reached the same conclu¬ 
sion in March, clearing Wil¬ 
son. 

But in a separate report, 
the Justice Department 
cited racial bias and pro¬ 
filing in policing as well as 
a profit-driven municipal 
court system that often tar¬ 
geted black residents, who 
make up about two-thirds 
of Ferguson’s populace. 
Ferguson’s city manager, 
police chief and municipal 
judge resigned within days 
of that report. All three 
were white. 

The new judge, interim city 
manager and interim po¬ 
lice chief are all black. □ 
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Police: Man who killed 8 had a dispute with woman victim 


JUAN A. LOZANO 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — A family 
of six children and two par¬ 
ents were handcuffed and 
fatally shot in the head at 
a Houston home by a man 
with a violent criminal his¬ 
tory who had previously 
been in a relationship with 
the mother and hod a dis¬ 
pute with her, authorities 
said Sunday. 

David Conley, 48, was 
charged with capital mur¬ 
der in the deaths. Conley, 
who is being held in Harris 
County Jail, didn't appear 
at a court hearing Sunday 
where an arrest affidavit 
was read. The judge de¬ 
nied him bond. 



This booking photo shows 
48-year-oid David Coniey. 
Authorities on Sunday, Aug. 9 , 
2015 said Conley restrained 
and fatally shot in the head 
eight people, including 
children, at a Houston home 
where he had previously 
lived. (Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office via AP) 


The dead were identified 
os parents Dewayne Jack- 
son, 50, his wife Valerie 
Jackson, 40, and children 
Nathaniel, 13, Dewayne, 
10, Honesty, 11, Caleb, 
9, Trinity, 7, and Jonah, 6. 
Nathaniel was believed to 
be Conley's son from the 
relationship with Valerie 
Jackson. The Harris County 
Sheriff's Office had earlier 
said that there were three 
adults and five children 
killed. 

“We do not — cannot — 
fully comprehend the mo¬ 
tivation of an individual 
that would take the lives of 
so many innocent people. 
Especially the lives of the 
youngest,” said Chief Dep¬ 


uty Tim Cannon of the Har¬ 
ris County Sheriff’s Office. 
“The killer’s motives appear 
to be related to a dispute 
with Valerie, who was a for¬ 
mer domestic partner.” 
Conley told police that 
he discovered on Satur¬ 
day morning that the locks 
had been changed at the 
home after he had moved 
out. He entered the home 
through an unlocked win¬ 
dow, according to the af¬ 
fidavit. 

Officials later responded 
to a request to do a wel¬ 
fare check at the house 
and got no response at the 
door. They saw through a 
window a child on the floor 
with a gunshot wound. Po¬ 


lice then heard gunshots 
coming from the front of 
the house. A standoff en¬ 
sued between officers and 
Conley. He later gave him¬ 
self up to authorities and 
was arrested. 

Court records show Con¬ 
ley's criminal history dates 
back to at least 1988, with 
the most recent incident 
last month, when he was 
charged with assault. In 
court documents, authori¬ 
ties say the suspect had 
been arrested for allegedly 
assaulting Valerie Jackson. 
The attack happened at 
the home where the bod¬ 
ies were found and docu¬ 
ments say he was in a dat¬ 
ing relationship with her.Q 
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Police: 

Vermont mom killed 3 relatives, then social worker 


ARUBA 




DAVE GRAM 
LISA RATHKE 
Associated Press 
BARRE, Vermont (AP) — A 

woman who lost custody 
ot her 9-year-old daughter 
killed three relatives in a 
Vermont home and then 
headed to a nearby state 
office to gun down the so¬ 
cial worker involved in the 
custody case, authorities 
alleged. 

Police said 40-year-old 
Jody Herring shot social 
worker Lara Sobel, 48, twice 
on Friday, killing her outside 
on office of the state De¬ 
partment for Children and 
Families in Barre as Sobel 
was leaving work. Herring 
was tackled outside the 
building and arrested on 
a first-degree homicide 
charge. 

The next morning, an emer¬ 
gency call brought officers 
to a Berlin home, where 
they found three relatives 
of Herring dead. Police said 
at least two of the women 
appeared to have been 
shot. 

The Burlington Free Press 
reported that Tiffany Her¬ 
ring, 23, who identified 
herself as the daughter of 
victim Rhonda Herring, said 
her mother had received 
a threatening phone call 
from Jody Herring Friday 
morning. 

“My mother got a call in 
the morning, maybe 7:30 
or 8 o’clock, saying it was 
Jody Herring saying, ‘You 
guys need to stop calling 
DCF unless you guys are 
going to have it coming to 
you," Tiffany Herring told 
the newspaper. 

She said she discovered 
the women’s bodies. 

“Both doors were wide 
open, and I walked into 
the living room, and that’s 
where I saw my mom 
dead,” she said. 

Barre Police Chief Tim Bom¬ 
bardier said Sunday he 
doesn’t expect any more 
bodies will be found in rela¬ 
tion to the case. 
Bombardier said the weap¬ 
on used to kill Sobel was a 
hunting rifle, but he would 
not reveal additional de¬ 
tails about it. He also would 
not comment on whether 


Jody Herring had obtained 
the gun legally. 

The chief wouldn’t com¬ 
ment on what may hove 
triggered Herring to act on 
Friday — weeks after losing 
custody of her daughter. 
Bombardier also would not 
discuss the 9-year-old’s fa¬ 
ther or his whereabouts. 
Officials said after Sobel’s 
shooting that Herring’s 
daughter remained in state 
custody. 

Herring is to be arraigned 
Monday afternoon on the 
homicide charge. It wasn’t 
clear if she had a lawyer 
who could comment on 
her behalf. 

At a news conference Sat¬ 
urday night, Vermont Gov. 
Peter Shumlin assured state 
workers and families that 
Herring’s arrest ended any 
threat to others and that 
the core of Vermont’s 
“most vulnerable children" 
remains a priority. 

“We know that the inci¬ 
dents were horrific and 
absolutely heartbreaking,” 
the governor said after re¬ 
turning early from a vaca¬ 
tion in Nova Scotia. “We 
also know and firmly be¬ 
lieve that this was an isolat¬ 
ed attack based upon the 
person we have in custody, 
who is the alleged perpe¬ 
trator of these crimes." 
Attorney General Bill Sor¬ 
rell said much investigative 
work remains to be done 
before he can say what, if 
any, additional charges will 
be filed against Herring. 
Shumlin tentatively identi¬ 
fied Saturday’s victims as 
Regina Herring and Rhon¬ 
da Herring, the suspect’s 
cousins; and Julianne Fal- 
zarano, an aunt. The cous¬ 
ins were in their 40s, and the 
aunt in her 70s; the three 
were killed before Sobel’s 
life was taken, Shumlin said. 
“I think all Vermonters are 
as shocked, dismayed, hor¬ 
rified and grief-stricken as 
all of us are," Shumlin said. 
“I cannot remember, in my 
lifetime, four people being 
murdered by the same al¬ 
leged perpetrator." 

Lt. Gov. Phil Scott said he 
knew several members 
of the extended Herring 
family.Q 



Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin, at podium, and other officials brief 
the media on the deaths of four peopie in Barre, Vt. Authorities 
say Jody Herring shot and killed state social worker Lara Sobel, 
who had handled a case in which Herring's 9-year-old daughter 
had been removed from her home. On Saturday, the bodies of 
three of Herring’s reiatives were found at the family home in 
neighboring Berlin. 

(AP Photo/Dave Gram) 
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Trump backlash continues for slamming Fox News host 



This combination mode from Aug. 6,2015 photos shows repubticon presidentiot candidate Donotd 
Trump, left, and Fox News Chonnet host and moderator Megyn Kelly during the first Republican 
presidential debate at the Quicken Loons Arena, in Cleveland. Angry over what he considered 
unfair treatment at the debate. Trump told CNN on Friday night that Kelly had “blood coming out 
of her eyes, blood coming out of her wherever.” 

(AP Photo/John AAinchillo) 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 

Donald Trump had already 
slammed the president. 
Democratic front-runner 
Hillary Rodham Cliinton 
and his Republican rivals 
in the race for the White 
House, as well as immi¬ 
grants from Mexico, the 
Chinese and Sen. John 
McCain for being a prison¬ 
er of war. 

To that fast-growing list he 
has now added Fox News 
Channel host Megyn Kelly. 
The Republican Party has 
long wrestled with the 
public perception that it is 
waging a “war on women” 
and has struggled to con¬ 
vince more women that it’s 
on their side. 

By Sunday, as Trump mode 
the rounds of the morning 
TV talk shows, he was insist¬ 
ing, “I cherish women.” 

And yet for the outspoken, 
combative Trump, Kelly 
would seem to represent 
a type of person primed to 
get his goat. 

At 44, she is recognized 
as successful, whip-smart, 
commanding and, as 
she demonstrated during 
Thursday’s first Republican 
presidential debate, a 
woman more than ready 


to stand up to the 69-year- 
old billionaire. 

Trump’s position on women 
might be signaled by his 
proud ownership of beauty 
pageants and by his wise¬ 
crack on o TV show o de¬ 
cade ago that he would 
date his own daughter, a 


former teen model who 
was then 24, if only he 
weren’t her father. 

Referring to her debate 
dust-up with Trump, Kelly 
said in an interview broad¬ 
cast Sunday, “I’m sure he’ll 
get over that. We’ll be fine. 
And so will America.” 


But her appearance on 
Fox News Channel’s “Me¬ 
dia Buzz” was taped Friday, 
before Trump made his 
“blood coming out of her 
wherever” remark. 

Since arriving at Fox News 
in 2004, Kelly has broken out 
as a superstar. Her prime¬ 


time program, “The Kelly 
File,” which she launched 
two years ago in an up¬ 
grade from her afternoon 
slot, attracts upward of 2.5 
million viewers — a high fig¬ 
ure for a cable television 
news show. 

A native of Syracuse, New 
York, Kelly had been o 
self-described “unhappy 
Washington lawyer” when 
she began as a weekend 
reporter for a local Wash¬ 
ington station in 2003. A 
year after that, she was 
hired by Fox News chief 
Roger Ailes. 

There she struck a different 
chord from the partisan 
hosts who surrounded her 
on the schedule, carving 
out on image as a colls- 
’em-as-she-sees-’em yet 
not-so-doctrinoire figure. 
“I’ve never wanted to be 
an opinion host, and Roger 
Ailes hasn’t wanted me to 
be an opinion host,” she 
told The Associated Press 
in 2013. “I don’t think I’d be 
very successful anyway. 
I’m not on ideologue. ... 
I think I’m too moderate 
and reasonable.” 

Kelly has cultivated an im¬ 
age of speaking up in ways 
that have even run coun¬ 
ter to Fox’s image. □ 


Obama sees chance for improved relations between US, Iran 


DARLENE SUPERVISE 
Associated Press 
OAK BLUFFS, Massachusetts 
(AP) — President Barack 
Obama says a constructive 
relationship with Iran could 
be a byproduct of the deal 
to limit its nuclear program, 
but it won’t happen imme¬ 
diately. If at oil. 

Obama told CNN in an in¬ 
terview airing Sunday that 
Iran’s “nuclear problem” 
must be dealt with first. 
He said the agreement 
reached last month by 
the U.S. and five otherworld 


powers to remove crippling 
economic sanctions on 
Iran in exchange for restric¬ 
tions on its nuclear program 
achieves that goal “better 
than any alternative.” 
Republican lawmakers 
largely disagree with the 
president’s assessment that 
the deal blocks Iran’s path 
to o nuclear weapon, os 
do some of Obama’s own 
Democrats. 

Obama says resolving the 
Iranian nuclear issue makes 
it possible to open broader 
talks with Iran on other is¬ 


sues. He named Syria as 
an example. “Is there the 
possibility that having be¬ 
gun conversations around 
this narrow issue that you 
start getting some broader 
discussions about Syria, for 
example, and the ability 
of oil the parties involved 
to try to arrive at o political 
transition that keeps the 
country intact and does 
not further fuel the growth 
of ISIL and other terrorist 
organizations. I think that’s 
possible,” Obama said, re¬ 
ferring to the Islamic State 


group by one of its acro¬ 
nyms. “But I don’t think 
it happens immediately. 
” Obama was interviewed 
by CNN’s Fareed Zakaria 
last Thursday, hours before 
Chuck Schumer, the Sen¬ 
ate’s leading Jewish Demo¬ 
crat, announced he would 
oppose the agreement. 
Congress is expected to 
vote in September on o 
measure disapproving the 
deal, which Obama has 
promised a swift veto. Law¬ 
makers would then have to 
find enough votes to over¬ 


ride the president. 

The interview is set to air as 
Obama vacations on the 
Massachusetts island of 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

He was not expected to 
spend much, if any, time 
reaching out to lawmak¬ 
ers on the Iran nuclear deal 
while he is away from Wash¬ 
ington. “I think most of the 
president’s time on Mar¬ 
tha’s Vineyard will be spent 
with his family or on the golf 
course or a bit of both,” 
said White House press sec¬ 
retary Josh Earnest.Q 
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Push for higher minimum wage ignites enforcement debate 



Celina Alvarez, 51, works at Jugueria de regreso al Eden, her 
shop in the Queens borough ot New York. 

(AP Photo/Tino Fineberg) 


DAVID B. CARUSO 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — As a 

campaign to raise the 
minimum wage as high as 
$15 has achieved victories 
in such places as Seattle, 
Los Angeles and New York, 
it has bumped up against 
a harsh reality: Plenty ot 
scotflaw businesses don’t 
pay the legal minimum 
now and probably won’t 
pay the new, higher wages 
either. 

Some economists, labor 
activists and regulators pre¬ 
dict that without stronger 
entorcement, the number 
ot workers getting cheat¬ 
ed out ot a legal wage is 
bound to increase in plac¬ 
es where wages rise. 
Estimates on the size ot 
the problem vary, but the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
said that in 2014, roughly 
1.7 million U.S. workers — 
two thirds of whom were 
women — were illegally 
paid less than the federal 
minimum of $7.25 per hour. 
Other studies put the num¬ 
ber higher. A report by the 
Department of Labor in 
December estimated that 
in New York and California 
alone, there are 560,000 
violations of the law every 
week, representing $33 mil¬ 
lion in lost income. 

Those figures represent 
workers like Celina Alvarez, 
who came to the U.S. from 
Michoacan, Mexico, four 
years ago and took a se¬ 
ries of poorly paying jobs as 
a cook after settling in New 
York City. 

At the first two restaurants, 
Alvarez worked 12 hours 
per day, six days a week for 
a flat weekly wage of $350. 
That comes out to about 
$4.86 per hour. There were 
no tips and no overtime 
pay. Some weeks, Alvarez 
said, she and other women 
in the restaurant didn’t get 
paid at all. Managers didn’t 
care if they quit. They’d just 


hire someone else. 

“We were dispensable to 
them,” she said. 

The U.S. Labor Department 
investigates those types of 
violations and is already 
doing a brisk business in 
enforcement cases. During 
the last federal fiscal year, 
it said it recovered $270 
million in back wages for 
270,000 workers. 

But the agency’s roughly 
1,000 investigators, who 
police 7.3 million busi¬ 
nesses employing 135 mil¬ 
lion workers, don’t enforce 


ASTRID GALVAN 
Associated Press 
LOS ALGODONES, Mexico 
(AP) — Mark Bolzern trav¬ 
eled 3,700 miles to go to 
the dentist. The 56-year-old 
Anchorage, Alaska, native 
left home this spring, made 
a pit stop in Las Vegas to 
pick up a friend, and kept 
heading south, all the way 
to Los Algodones, Mexico, 
a small border town teem¬ 
ing with dental offices. 
About 60 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans have dental insur¬ 
ance coverage, the high¬ 
est it has been in decades. 
But even so, the nation’s 
older population has been 
largely left behind. Nearly 
70 percent of seniors are 


state and local wage 
laws, for the most part. 
That means that cities and 
states that hike their mini¬ 
mum wage above the fed¬ 
eral rate of $7.25 are on 
their own. 

That’s causing some con¬ 
cern that, without a robust 
enforcement mechanism, 
many workers could wind 
up being left behind. 

“A lot of states are facing 
that challenge now,” said 
David Weil, administrator 
of the U.S. Labor Depart¬ 
ment’s Wage and Hour Di- 


not insured, according to 
a study compiled by Oral 
Health America. A major 
reason is because den¬ 
tal care is not covered 
by Medicare and many 
employers no longer of¬ 
fer post-retirement health 
benefits. What’s more, the 
Affordable Care Act al¬ 
lows enrollees to get den¬ 
tal coverage only if they 
purchase general health 
coverage first, which many 
seniors don’t need. At the 
same time, seniors often re¬ 
quire the most costly dental 
work, like crowns, implants 
and false teeth. 

As a result, many are seek¬ 
ing cheaper care in places 
like Los Algodones, where 


vision. “Itisvery importantto 
pass those minimum wage 
increases ... Then, how do 
we make sure workers re¬ 
ally receive them?” 

Twenty nine states now 
have a minimum wage 
higher than the federal 
rate, but anti-poverty ac¬ 
tivists have been cam¬ 
paigning hard for munici¬ 
pal lawmakers to bypass 
both Congress and their 
state legislatures and set 
wages much higher. 
Seattle, Los Angeles, and 
San Francisco and its Bay 
Area brethren, Oakland 
and Berkeley, have all be¬ 
gun phasing in a minimum 
wage that will hit $15 per 
hour within the next few 
years. Labor groups in Cali¬ 
fornia are trying to get a 
measure on the ballot in¬ 
creasing the rate to $15 
statewide. 

A regulatory board in New 
York took the unorthodox 
step last month of hiking 
the minimum to $15 for fast 
food workers. 

Other, less expensive cities 
have been shooting slightly 
lower. Chicago and Kan- 


Mexican dentists who 
speak English and some¬ 
times accept U.S. insur¬ 
ance offer rock-bottom 
prices for everything from a 
cleaning to implants. Den¬ 
tists in Los Algodones say a 
large portion of their clients 
are seniors. 

In the desert outpost near 
the border of California 
and Arizona, men in whife 
shirts stand outside of of¬ 
fices with signs advertis¬ 
ing root canals and teeth 
cleanings. Other signs ad¬ 
vertise prescription drugs 
like muscle relaxers at low 
rates — no prescription 
needed. 

For Bolzern, seeing a dentist 
in Los Algodones meant a 


sas City, Missouri, are both 
raising the rate to $13. Al¬ 
buquerque, New Mexico, 
and, Portland, Maine, are 
both raising rates to just 
under $11. Most of these 
raises are being phased 
in gradually over several 
years. 

Those measures have been 
strenuously opposed by 
many corporations and 
entrepreneurs, who say 
that many businesses with 
thin profit margins will be 
forced out of business or 
fire workers to stay afloat. 
Tia Koonse, a researcher 
at the UCLA Labor Center, 
said there is no question 
that some employers doing 
things legally now might be 
tempted to start breaking 
rules. 

“If there is not a credible 
threat of a compliance 
check, then what hap¬ 
pens?” she said. 

Some municipalities that 
have raised wages have 
talked about following the 
example of San Francisco, 
which created its own la¬ 
bor standards enforce¬ 
ment division. □ 


savings of up to $62,000. He 
was told the extensive den¬ 
tal work he needed — his 
teeth needed to be raised 
and he needed a crown on 
every molar — would cost 
$65,000 at a private dentist. 
He looked for lower rafes, 
finding a denfal school 
where the work was less 
expensive because it was 
performed by students. But 
it still cost $35,000. 

He paid $3,000 in Mexico 
and has been back several 
times. The cost of dental 
care has surged in the last 
two decades and contin¬ 
ues to increase at a rate of 
5 percent annually. 

Continued on Page 27 


Facing rising dental costs, seniors head to Mexico 
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Iraq premier offers plan to trim criticized government 


Demonstrators chant in support of Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, in the poster, during a 
demonstration at Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2015. Iraq's prime minister un¬ 
veiled a bold plan Sunday to abolish three vice presidential posts and the offices of three deputy 
premiers, hoping to cut spending amid mass protests against his government os the Islamic State 
group still holds a third of his nation. Arabic on poster reads ‘"The people is your Iron fist in striking 
the corrupt” 

(AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed) 

suspected of wrongdoing. 
About a thousand dem¬ 
onstrators gathered late 
Sunday in support of ol- 
Abodi in Baghdad’s Tahrir 
SquareQ 


the woke of the 2003 U.S.- 
led invasion that toppled 
dictator Saddam Hussein. 
It would reduce spending 
on personal bodyguards 
for officials and transfer the 


responsibility to the interior 
and defense ministries. The 
plan also calls for the re¬ 
view of all corruption cases 
by a committee of experts, 
with fresh trials for officials 


6 US F-16 jets arrive in Turkey to fight iS 


SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
VIVIAN SALAMA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq's 
prime minister unveiled a 
bold plan Sunday to abol¬ 
ish three vice presiden¬ 
tial posts and the offices 
of three deputy premiers, 
hoping to cut spending 
amid moss protests against 
his government as the Is¬ 
lamic State group still holds 
a third of his nation. 

Prime Minister Haider al- 
Abadi’s Cabinet backed 
the plan, which still needs 
parliamentary approval, 
but it’s unclear whether it 
could end the endemic 
corruption in Iraq's political 
system, where many senior 
appointments are deter¬ 
mined by party patronage 


and sectarian loyalties. 

The plan also effectively 
would push out of govern¬ 
ment former Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki, widely criti¬ 
cized for inflaming sectar¬ 
ian tensions and appoint¬ 
ing loyal, less-qualified 
senior officers to Iraq's mili¬ 
tary ahead of the Islamic 
State group's advance last 
year. While al-Maliki issued 
a short statement approv¬ 
ing of the proposed plan, 
he previously criticized al- 
Abadi’s rise to power last 
year and repeatedly has 
urged the current govern¬ 
ment to address the coun¬ 
try's corruption and sectari¬ 
an crises. Al-Abadi's seven- 
point plan would dismantle 
portions of the top-heavy 
government created in 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Six U.S. F-16 fighter jets ar¬ 
rived at Turkey's southern 
air base on Sunday to join 
the U.S.-led coalition fight 
against Islamic State mili¬ 
tants, the U.S. military said. 
The U.S. European Com¬ 
mand said in a statement 
that the U.S. air force de¬ 
ployed a “small detach¬ 
ment" of six F-16 jets, sup¬ 
port equipment and about 
300 personnel at Incirlik Air 
Base. 

The detachment is part of 
the 31 st Fighter Wing based 
at Aviano Air Base, in Italy, 
it said. 

Turkey carried out airstrikes 
against IS targets in Syria 
last month following a sui¬ 
cide bombing that killed 32 


people and the killing of a 
soldier by IS militants and 
agreed to allow the U.S. to 
use the strategically-locat¬ 
ed base. The moves ended 
months of reluctance by 
Turkey, giving it a more ac¬ 
tive role in the U.S.-led co¬ 
alition against the extremist 
group. 

Last week, U.S. armed 
drones taking off from In¬ 
cirlik struck IS positions, 
and Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu said an 
"extensive" fight against 
the extremists would soon 
begin. 

“The United States and 
Turkey, as members of the 
60-plus nation coalition, 
are committed to the fight 
against ISIL in the pursuit 


of peace and stability in 
the region,” the U.S. mili¬ 
tary said, using an alterna¬ 
tive name for the militant 
group. 

Turkish media reports say 
the U.S. is expected to de¬ 
ploy around 30 fighter jets 
at Incirlik for strikes against 
IS. 

Incirlik is located close to IS 
strongholds across the bor¬ 
der in Syria, allowing the U.S. 
to move more swiftly and 
nimbly against IS targets. Its 
use would enable the U.S. 
-led coalition to conduct 
better surveillance over 
Syria and act quicker on in¬ 
telligence than when it was 
limited to launching flights 
from places like Iraq, Jor¬ 
dan and the Gulf states. □ 




The Authentic Aruban 

Open for Lunch &. Dinner 


TEL: 58 

SITUATED DOWN TOWN NEXT TO THE BU» STATION 




























WORLD NEWSI^, 


MONDAY 10 AUGUST 2015 



Best Breakfast Starting At $ 11,50 

CQmpJete breakfast 


on the strip! 


t:QfTe« or tea induried' 




Daily Live Music 
on our terrace 


Serving Breakfast 
Lunch & Dinner! 


Ara\«falf Ciirtten. Palm ecKh 
Tcl.[+297) 5S6 32a0 
kanOpepoer^ifiibd.cQffl 


]Ju:uil>ij:LL 


Tkpubftr ud* HttflurUift 


i,AMyp^ 

WINL 

IDIME 


Paris turning schools, hoteis into housing for migrants 



In this photo, Camille Arrignon, 23, from France gives a French lesson to the migrants on the 
grounds of the Guillaume-Bude secondary school building in Paris. For now, Paris is largely 
allowing associations to convert some vacant public buildings like this Paris high school into 
emergency lodging for around 200 migrants. (AP Photo/Kamil Zihnioglu) 


M. DONALDSON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Before the Tal¬ 
iban forced him fo flee Af¬ 
ghanistan, Younis exported 
flowers fo the United Arab 
Emirates and China. 

The 30-year-old crossed 
Iran, Turkey and much of 
Europe before arriving in 
Paris a month ago, a brutal 
journey that left him with a 
discolored lesion on his an¬ 
kle and a swollen leg. After 
weeks living on the banks 
of the Seine, Younis — who 
gave only his first name be¬ 
cause his asylum applica¬ 
tion is still being processed 
— now sleeps in a former 
Paris high school that has 
been empty for four years, 
one of about 200 migrants 
living there. Paris is turning o 
blind eye to humanitarian 
groups converting aban¬ 
doned public buildings like 
the school into migrant 
centers, recognizing that 
the 1,000 official emergen¬ 
cy housing spots Paris has 
created since June ore not 
enough to shelter all mi¬ 
grants left without o roof, 
Paris’ deputy mayor, Bruno 
Julliord, told French radio. 
The school's classrooms ore 
lined with sleeping bogs 
atop makeshift cardboard 
mattresses. Migrants drink 
instant coffee and eat gou¬ 
lash concocted from do¬ 
nated ingredients. It's bore- 
bones, but migrants, activ¬ 
ists and many city officials 
agree it’s better than being 
on the streets. 

The asphalt courtyard 
echoes with myriad lan¬ 
guages as migrants kick 
soccer balls, play cards, or 
paint murals on the school's 
peeling walls. Younis stud¬ 
ies, writing French in metic¬ 
ulous cursive next to transla¬ 
tions in his native Dari. The 
alphabet is different and 
the sounds are foreign, but 
he said the real challenge is 
that “I don’t have a job or a 
place to stay, I can't read, I 


can’t focus.” 

Learning French is his first 
effort toward integration. 
Younis emphasizes that 
he is here out of neces¬ 
sity, not because he wants 
handouts. “I’m not poor,” 
he said. "I like my coun¬ 
try. I lived with my family. 
If I didn’t have to leave, I 
would live in Afghanistan.” 
Camille Arrignon, 23, 
teaches the French classes 
Younis attends. She said 
migrants need more than 
a room: shelters should in¬ 
clude French instruction, 
legal help and health care 
access. "I want to defend 
them not because of poli¬ 
tics,” she said, “but be¬ 
cause they are humans. 
As humans, they have the 
right to a place to stay.” 
France has approximately 
25,000 beds designated 
for asylum seekers, a num¬ 
ber far short of the needs 
of the nearly 70,000 who 
applied for asylum in the 
country last year, part of 


what Julliord called the 
"unprecedented migrant 
crisis” facing Europe. He 
said allowing migrants to 


stay in empty buildings 
is a "pragmatic” way to 
lodge people France can¬ 
not send back home, be¬ 


cause deporting them to 
conflict zones would violate 
international human rights 
conventions. □ 
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As it turns 50, Singapore celebrates success amid challenges 


ANNABELLE LIANG 
Associated Press 
SINGAPORE (AP) — Singa¬ 
pore threw a big party Sun¬ 
day for its 50th anniversary 
of independence and un¬ 
rivaled economic success 
in a region struggling with 
poverty and political insta¬ 
bility, even as the city-state 
began feeling the pinch at 
a midlife crisis. 

As fighter jets screamed 
thraugh the sky and na¬ 
tionalist sangs blared, lead¬ 
ers made speeches and 
people took advantage of 
free rides on trains and bus¬ 
es. While marveling at the 
island's leap from a poor 
colonial port to a wealthy 
metrapolis. Singaporeans 


are also grappling with a 
grawing resentment over 
political restrictians, an in¬ 
flux of foreign labor and a 
rising cost of living. 

“This is a milestone. Com¬ 
ing from an older genera¬ 
tion that has seen Singa¬ 
pore through the early 
years of independence, I 
know it took hard wark by 
our leaders to get here," 
said William Nathan, 70. 
The weekend of celebra¬ 
tions culminated Sunday 
with a military parade and 
a fireworks display. The 
sense of unity and pride in 
Singapore’s achievements 
was reinforced with a trib¬ 
ute video dedicated to its 
founder and langest-serv- 
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Fireworks explode above Singapore’s financial skyline as part of celebrations for the nation's 
50th year of independence, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2015, in Singapore. Singapore declared 
independence on August 9,1965. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) 


ing leader, Lee Kuan Yew, 
who died in March at age 
91, after running a virtually 
one-party state. 

To Lee and his cohart of 
leaders, setting Singapare 
on the path ta economic 
success meant putting in 
place tough policies to try 
to harmonize a racial mix 
of majority Chinese and 
minority Malays and Indi¬ 
ans. 

Lee, who was prime min¬ 
ister for more than three 
decades, had no toler¬ 
ance far pciitical dissent. 
Oppcsiticn figures were 
either defeated in elec- 
tians ar taken to court on 
defamation charges until 
they were bankrupt. The 
country’s laws prohibit 
bankrupts from contesting 
elections. 

His son, current Prime Minis¬ 
ter Lee Hsien Loong, is now 
steering Singapore with 
similar restrictions, and is 
facing a general election 


expected to be held Sept. 
12. The ruling People’s Ac¬ 
tion Party, which holds 80 
of 87 parliamentary seats, 
suffered its warst results in 
2011 electians. 

Most of the mainstream 
media are contralled by 
gavernment-linked cam- 
panies, and the few inde¬ 
pendent news websites 
that exist are wary of strict 
defamation laws that gov¬ 
ernment leaders have of¬ 
ten used to silence critics. 
Reporters Without Borders' 
2015 World Press Freedom 
Index ranked Singapore 
153rd of 180 countries, be¬ 
low Gambia and the Dem- 
acratic Republic of Congo. 
The government’s recent 
moves to take a teenage 
blogger to court and re¬ 
quire popular news sites to 
obtain licenses were met 
with outrage from the on¬ 
line community. But there 
were no street protests 
— demonstrations in Sin¬ 


gapore can be held only 
in a designated area, the 
0.97-hectare (2.4-acre) 
Hong Lim Park. All other 
gatherings require a palice 
permit. 

“Robbing Singaporeans of 
freedom is like killing part 
of the nation’s soul at any 
time. Is there a price an 
stealing a soul?” said senior 
research associate Bridget 
Welsh of National Taiwan 
University’s Center for East 
Asia Democratic Studies. 
“Singaporeans would 
have made more progress 
if there had been mare 
freedam, more ideas, 
more voices to address the 
country’s challenges," she 
said. 

When the population 
boomed to over 2 million 
in the 1970s from 1.89 mil¬ 
lion at independence, Lee 
vigorously campaigned for 
women to stop at two chil¬ 
dren - fearing it wauld im¬ 
pede ecanamic growth.Q 
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Argentines vote in presidential, congressional primaries 



Argentina’s President Cristina Fernandez smiies to photographers before casting her baiiot in 
open primary eiections in Rio Gaiiegos, Argentina, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2015. Voters wiii decide 
Presidentiai candidates in their respective parties ahead of the Oct. 25, 2015 generai eiections. 

(AP Photo/Francisco Munoz) 


PETER PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Millions of voters 
in Argentina braved rains 
on Sunday to weigh in on 
what the South American 
nation should look like after 
the departure of President 
Cristina Fernandez, who 
along with her late hus¬ 
band guided the country 
for 12 years with social wel¬ 
fare policies aimed at the 
poor while often employ¬ 
ing combative rhetoric 
and protectionist policies 
with other nations. 

Voters were casting bal¬ 
lots in open primaries for 
presidential candidates 
who have all but sealed 
the nominations in their 
respective parties, making 
the exercise essentially a 
giant national poll ahead 
of the Oct. 25 elections. 
The nation known for its 
soccer players, tango 
dancing and choice beef 
is struggling with myriad 


economic problems. Inde¬ 
pendent analysts put in¬ 
flation at over 30 percent 
and the Argentine peso 
has slid sharply against the 
American dollar in recent 
months. A long-standing 
dispute with U.S. hedge 
funds that Fernandez calls 
“vultures" has kept foreign 
investors away. 

Polls show voters deeply 
divided about how, and 
who, is best to tackle those 
issues. 

“We need improvements 
in every area of life,” said 
Hector Ramirez, a 65-year- 
old doorman, who said he 
was still undecided as he 
waited in line to vote at 
an elementary school. “Ar¬ 
gentina is a glorious coun¬ 
try with abundant resourc¬ 
es. The problem has always 
been who is governing." 
The primaries will help the 
top candidates judge how 
their campaigns are faring 
ahead of the general elec¬ 
tions — in particular how 


closely to align their plat¬ 
forms to the social welfare 
policies of Fernandez’s po¬ 
litical movement, known as 
Kirchnerismo. 

Daniel Scioli, the governor 
of the Buenos Aires prov¬ 


ince and a former vice 
president, is Fernandez’s 
successor candidate. He 
has praised her policies 
but also promised to make 
reforms where necessary 
and be more amicable in 


dealings with other coun¬ 
tries. Mauricio Maori, the 
former mayor of Buenos Ai¬ 
res and ex-president of the 
popular Boca Junior soc¬ 
cer club, is the top opposi¬ 
tion candidate. □ 


Venezuelan opposition stages march against hunger, crime 



A woman holds a sign that reads in Spanish: “Against hunger and crime” during an anti¬ 
government march in Caracas, Venezuela, Saturday, Aug. 8, 2015. The country’s opposition 
coalition called for the march after a man was killed and dozens arrested amid the looting of 
several grocery stores in an industrial town. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Critics of Venezu¬ 
ela’s socialist administra¬ 
tion staged a small pro¬ 
test against hunger and 
crime in Caracas Satur¬ 
day as the South Ameri¬ 
can country struggles to 
control violence in food 
lines. 

The past week saw daily 
reports of looting in super¬ 
markets and raids on food 
trucks. The country’s op¬ 
position coalition called 
for Saturday's march after 
a man was killed and 60 
were arrested amid the 
looting of several grocery 
stores in an industrial town. 
There have been 56 epi¬ 
sodes of looting and 76 
looting attempts in the first 
half of 2015, according to 


the nonprofit Venezuelan 
Observatory of Social 
Conflict. 

President Nicolas Maduro 
has called these episodes 
part of a plot to weaken 
the country’s 16-year-old 
revolution, and has ac¬ 
cused the United States of 
helping orchestrate them. 
Many pantry staples have 
become scarce here in 
recent years, including 
flour, refined sugar, cook¬ 
ing oil and milk, but it’s not 
clear that hunger or mal¬ 
nutrition are actually on 
the rise. Government sta¬ 
tistics show nutrition con¬ 
tinuing to improve, and 
officials have rolled out a 
campaign to reduce the 
country’s 40 percent obe¬ 
sity rate by half. 

While several sought-after 
items are almost never 


seen in supermarkets, 
the shelves are still mostly 


filled with other goods like 
rice, beans, cheese, ce¬ 


real, and a wide variety of 
produce.Q 
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Disorder rife as Haitians vote in deiayed elections 


EVENS SANON 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Haitians were electing 
legislatars to Parliament 
Sunday otter a yeorslong 


wait, but the vote was 
plagued with delays, dis¬ 
order and occasional fist- 
fights and rock throwing. 
The legislative elections 
had been postponed for 
nearly four years due to 
a political showdown be¬ 
tween Haiti's executive 
and opposition, and they 
have been billed as a cru¬ 
cial test of the country’s 
electoral system ahead of 
a presidential vote in Oc¬ 
tober. Sunday’s first round 
seeks to fill two thirds of 


CHARLOTTE AMALIE, U.S. 
Virgin Islands (AP) — A 

former U.S. Virgin Islands 
government official has 
been charged in a $17 mil¬ 
lion bribery scheme. The 
U.S. Justice Department 
says Julito Francis faces 11 
counts including conspir- 


the 30-member Senate 
and the entire 99-member 
Chamber of Deputies. 

But a number of polling sta¬ 
tions across the country of 
10 million people hod to 


wait for ballots hours af¬ 
ter voting was supposed 
to start at 6:00 a.m. (1000 
GMT). In sections of Port- 
au-Prince, voters grew 
exasperated after being 
told they couldn’t cast bal- 
lats because their names 
weren’t on official voting 
lists. 

“This is very frustrating. Are 
they trying ta discaurage 
voting?" gardener Gerald 
Henry complained to a re¬ 
porter after election work¬ 
ers turned him away. 


acy, bribery and perjury. 
He was the Public Finance 
Authcrity’s farmer directar 
of finance and adminis- 
tratian. Alsa charged are 
a construction company 
owner and the co-principal 
of an architectural com¬ 
pany. They are scheduled 


In the crowded capital, at 
least three voting centers 
were shut down by authori¬ 
ties after fistfights brake out 
as partisans attempted ta 
stuff ballat boxes and en¬ 


gage in other irregularities. 
At one voting center in 
downtown Port-au-Prince, 
groups of young men 
ripped up paper ballots as 
heavily armed police shot 
into the air to re-establish 
arder. Racks were thrcwn 
in response before authori¬ 
ties closed the polling sta¬ 
tion. 

Local media also reported 
the closure of polling plac¬ 
es in other sections of the 
country and scattered ar¬ 
rests of people accused 


to appear in court Aug. 12. 
The indictment states that 
constructian campany 
awner Gerard Castor pro¬ 
vided more than $400,000 
in improvements to Fran¬ 
cis’ home and more than 
$100,000 to the property of 
co-principal John Woods. 


of voting more than once. 
Observers from various po¬ 
litical parties complained 
electian officials did nat 
give them access to voting 
centers. 

Still, Haitian Prime Minister 
Evans Paul said the gov¬ 
ernment was satisfied with 
how the legislative elec¬ 
tions were being handled, 
“despite the incidents that 
we would like to firmly con¬ 
demn.” The vote was tak¬ 
ing place roughly eight 
months after Haiti’s legisla¬ 
ture was dissolved because 
the terms at lawmakers ex¬ 
pired before new elections 
could be held. 

It’s the first election Haiti 
has held under President 
Michel Martelly, who took 
office in May 2011 and is in 
the final year of a five-year 
term. He has governed by 
decree since Parliament 
dissolved in January and 
cannot run for a consecu¬ 
tive term. In the absence 
at elections, Martelly has 
been accused at stack¬ 
ing the deck in his favor 
by appointing mayors and 
other municipal officials to 
replace those whose terms 
expired. 

Roughly 5.8 million people 
were registered to vote 
and aver 1,850 candidates 
tram nearly 130 political 
parties were running. 
Elections in Haiti are never 
easy and the cauntry’s Pro- 
visianal Electaral Cauncil 
has long been criticized for 
votes plagued by disorga¬ 
nization, ballot irregularities 
and fraud allegations.Q 


Authorities say that Cas¬ 
tor’s company in return 
abtained mare than $17 
million in construction con¬ 
tracts including one to 
build a library in St. Thamas. 
Attarneys for the men 
could not be reached for 
comment. □ 


CARIBBEAN 

Guyana: Talks have 
resumed with China 
over airport project 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana 
(AP) — Guyana says work 
to extend the South Ameri¬ 
can country’s main air- 
part runway is expected 
to resume following a dis¬ 
pute with a Chinese state 
company. Infrastructure 
Minister David Patterson 
says significant progress 
has been made in recent 
conversations with China 
Harbour Engineering Co. 
The weekend announce¬ 
ment comes after the 
government complained 
about missed deadlines, 
high costs and what it 
claimed was failure to do 
proper engineering stud¬ 
ies. The project to extend 
the runway at Cheddi Ja¬ 
pan International Airpart 
by abaut 3,200 feet (1,000 
meters) was expected to 
be completed by Septem¬ 
ber. Guyana had signed a 
$138 million agreement in 
2011 with Chinese officials. 

Puerto Rico to get 
$10M to fight drugs, 
increase security 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Puerto Rico’s repre¬ 
sentative in Congress says 
the U.S. territory is slated 
to receive $10 million in 
federal funds to help fight 
drug trafficking, beast se¬ 
curity and respond to nat¬ 
ural disasters. Pedro Pierluisi 
said Saturday the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency will allocate the 
money under four separate 
grants. He also announced 
the Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration will allocate 
$3.8 million, the major¬ 
ity of which will go toward 
runway improvements at 
three small airports, includ¬ 
ing an international airfield 
in the northwest coastal 
town of Aguadilla.Q 



A man is detained by the police for allegedly casting his vote twice, during parliamentary 
elections in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2015. Haitians are electing legislators to 
Parliament after a very long wait. It’s been roughly eight months since the legislature was 
dissolved and nearly four years since the vote was supposed to be held. 

(AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery) 


Ex-USVI official charged in $17M in bribery scheme 


















Residential Community Gold Coast Delivers Wow Factor! 


--With 200% rental incre¬ 
ase, brand new website, 
and expanded services; 

MALMOK - Gold Coast, 
Aruba’s newest resort-style 
residential cammunity in 
Malmak, is an the mave 
and making a positive 
mark with enhanced guest 
services, increased book¬ 
ings of their rental homes 
and the recent launch of a 
brand new website. 

Guests at Gald Caast now 
have the optian to choose 
from a wide variety at spe¬ 
cial requests and services, 
in addition to housekee¬ 
ping and laundry services. 
Prior to their arrival all Gold 
Coast guests can arrange 
for services that will defini¬ 


tely deliver a wow factor 
and provide for an extraor¬ 
dinary stay in Aruba. These 
new services include pre 
arrival grocery shopping, 
the request for an In-hause 
chef, server, bartender ar 
butler, persanal laundry,in- 
house massage, a perso¬ 
nal trainer. Spa treatments 
and babysitting services. 
Marketing efforts of the 
Gold Coast residential 
community were also en¬ 
hanced with the recent 
launch of a brand new 
website: www.arubaren- 
talsvacatian.cam. Functio¬ 
nalities of this new website 
include a chat raom where 
guests can immediately 
reach out with their ques¬ 
tions to a Front Office staff 




member of Gold Coast. 
The website also features 
an easy-to-use booking 
engine for direct bookings 
of the Gold Coast condos, 
townhouses and spacious 
villas. 

Lastly, Gald Coast shares its 
results: Results have shews 
a 200% increase in rental 
business of their condos. 


townhouses and villas. In 
addition the occupancy 
at the rental homes in this 
residential community also 
increased by 200% com¬ 
pared to previous years. 
Construction activities are 
still angaing at Gold Coast 
and it is ta be expected 
that their magnificent 
growth will be doubled 


again next year. 

Future expansion includes 
the construction of a Gold 
Coast Clubhouse. This mul¬ 
ti-purpose Clubhouse will 
feature 2 tennis courts and 
large community pool, a 
convenience store, busi¬ 
ness center, restaurant. 
Spa and state at the art Fit¬ 
ness Center. □ 
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TASTEEaBELGIUM 


Free WIFI 


The largest Belgian beer selection on the island! 
Daily Happy Hour 2 for 1 from 5 pm - 7 pm 
Sunday a la carte brunch, $42 pp 

tripadvisor* 


Palm Beach Plaza Mall | T: +297 586 6388 | www.tasteofbelgium.aw 
Open daily 8 am - 12 midnight | breakfast | lunch | dinner | drinks 


For 

And CisudI 


Live Salsa TONIGHT 7PM! 


Cuba’s Cookin’ Brings Latin American Dance to Dinner! 



ORANJESTAD - It’s been 16 
years since Cuba’s Cookin’ 
opened its doors here in 
Aruba and we feel it has 
always been our mission 
to bring Cuban hospital¬ 
ity, art, music and dance 
to Aruba. The history of 
the compatibility of these 
two island cultures goes 
way back to the turn of 
the century when many 
Arubans went to Cuba in 
search of opportunities. 
What many of them found 
was backbreaking work in 




the sugarcane fields. Many 
of those Arubans also mar¬ 
ried and returned to their 
homeland with Cuban 
wives, strengthening those 
deep ties between the big 
and the small islands. 

In our years as proprietors 
of Cuba’s Cookin’ we hove 
hod o great time meeting 
so many of you and sharing 
our love of this rich culture: 
a love for dance, tradition¬ 
al Cuban music - salsa, bo¬ 
lero, cha-cha-cha - and. 


of course, the great food 
and art! 

Therefore tonight at Cu¬ 
ba’s Cookin’ there will be a 
live steamy hot Salsa dem¬ 
onstration given with real 
Latin dancers. 

Come and join Cuba’s 
Cookin’ tonight at 7:00pm 
for this special Salsa perfor¬ 
mance, enjoy dinner and 
some truly thrilling moments 
that only this culture has 
to offer. For reservations 
please call: 588-0627.Q 

























































Gucci Aruba - Renaissance Mall 
L.G. Smith Boulevard 82 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
011 297-58-33952 

wNvv/.gucci.com 
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Sail, Snorkel, Swim and Swing with Jolly Pirates! 


MALAAOK - Jolly Pirates, well 
known for infectious fun 
during sail and snarkel cruis¬ 
es, has lang been a favar- 
ife activity among Aruba 
visitors. 

Word-of-mouth approval 
has translated into online 
praise, and has brought 
Jolly Pirates and its crew 
reccgniticn tram Trip Ad¬ 
viser ranking Jelly Pirates 
emang the tap perfarming 
establishments tram araund 
the warld. 

Friendly, athletic deck¬ 


hands will ‘waw’ you 
aboard Jelly Pirates Cruises 
with their haspitality. 

Once abcard the gleam¬ 
ing teak decks of the twin 
85ft teak schooners, the 
crew will charm you with 
their interactive hijinks 
throughout the day. 
Aruba's most popular 
cruises feature sailing, 
snarkeling, tasty BBQ with 
full-service Open bar and 
rape-swinging gaad times. 
Jelly Pirates cruises embark 
daily with a bartender wha 


circulates, takes your order, 
and brings yaur drinks to 
you while you relax and en¬ 
joy the ride. 

“You will enjoy their mast¬ 
climbing antics followed by 
an acrobatic swing into the 
sea—think Tarzan meets 
“marine boy. 

” When it’s your turn grab 
held at the rape and let 
lease with yaur best can- 
nanball and remember ta 
grab held at yaur swimsuit 
befare yau hit the water! 
Frammer's guide recam- 


mends “Lucky ladies dou¬ 
ble up with Torzan-boys for 
a tandem piggyback swing 
that wauld make Jane jeal¬ 
ous". 

Daily sunset sails from 5:30 - 
7:30pm with open bar have 
recently been added to 
the Pirates trajectory, 
offering an informal eve¬ 
ning at sea far a price that 
wan’t have yau walking 
the plank! 

Jolly Pirates Cruises will 
Beard by the Fladicurari 
Pier at Maamba Beach be¬ 


tween the FIcliday Inn and 
Marriatt. 

Enjay savings an yaur ex¬ 
cursion by redeeming the 
Value-Added Tear-Out 
Coupon featured on Page 
6 in the Aruba Today News¬ 
paper! 

Check out www.jolly-pi- 
rates.com or give the pi¬ 
rates a shaut by calling 
586-8107 (after haurs at 
592-7858) far mare infarma- 
tian and reservatians far 
Aruba’s mast entertaining 
sea-baund adventure. □ 
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In this March 25, 2010 file 
photo, Kathie Lee Gifford and 
Frank Gifford arrive at the 
opening night performance 
of the Broadway musical 
‘Come Fly Away’ in New York. 

Associated Press 

Pro Football 
Hall of Famer 
Frank Gifford 
dies at 84 

NEW YORK (AP) — Pro Foot¬ 
ball Hall of Famer Frank Gif¬ 
ford has died. He was 84. 

In a statement released 
by NBC News on Sunday, 
his family said Gifford died 
suddenly at his Connecti¬ 
cut home of natural causes 
that morning. His wife, Ka- 
fhie Lee Gifford, is a host for 
NBC’s “Today.” A versatile 
star on both offense and 
defense in an era when 
NFL players were starting to 
specialize, Gifford went on 
to a successful second ca¬ 
reer as a broadcaster on 
“Monday Night Football.” 
Gifford was the NFL’s Most 
Valuable Player in 1956 
when he led the New York 
Giants to a league cham¬ 
pionship. 

Continued on Page 18 
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In this Sept. 15, 2013 file photo, former New York Giants player 
Frank Gifford looks on before on NFL football gome between the 
New York Giants and the Denver Broncos in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 


Gifford 


Continued from Page 17 

“We rejoice in the extraor¬ 
dinary life he was privileged 
to live, and we feel grateful 
and blessed to have been 
loved by such an amazing 
human being," his family 
said in the statement. “We 
ask that our privacy be 
respected at this difficult 
time and we thank you for 
your prayers.” 

Gifford was the center- 
piece of a Giants offense 
that went to five NFL title 
games in the 1950s and 
‘60s. Beginning in 1971 he 
worked for ABC’s “Monday 
Night Football," at first os a 
play-by-play announcer 
and then as an analyst. 
Later in life he stayed in the 
spotlight through his mar¬ 
riage to Kathie Lee Gifford, 
who famously called him 
a “human love machine” 
and “lamb-chop" to her 
millions of viewers. 

Gifford hosted “Wide World 
of Sports," covered several 
Olympics — his call of Franz 


Klammer’s gold medal 
run in 1976 is considered a 
broadcasting masterpiece 
— and announced 588 
consecutive NFL games 
for ABC, not even taking 
time off offer the death of 
his mother shortly before o 
broadcast in 1986. 

While he worked with oth¬ 
ers, including Don Dierdorf, 
Al Michaels, Joe Nomath 
and O.J. Simpson, Gifford 
was most known for the 


eight years he served as a 
calm buffer between the 
folksy Don Meredith and 
acerbic Howard Cosell. 

In its early years the show 
was a cultural touchstone, 
with cities throwing pa¬ 
rades for the visiting an¬ 
nouncers and celebrities 
such os John Lennon and 
Ronald Reagan making 
appearances. 

“I hate to use the words 
‘American institution,’ but 


there’s no other way to put 
it, really," Gifford told The 
Associated Press in 1993. 
“There’s nothing else like 
it.” 

A handsome straight- 
shooter who came off as 
earnest and sincere, Gif¬ 
ford was popular with 
viewers, even if some ac¬ 
cused him of being o shill 
for the NFL. 

He experienced the 
highs and lows os on NFL 
player. Gifford fumbled 
twice early in the 1958 
NFL championship game, 
both of which led to Balti¬ 
more Colts touchdowns, 
and later came up short 
on o critical third down. 
The Colts eventually won 
23-17 in the league’s first 
overtime game. The thrill¬ 
ing finish helped popularize 
the NFL and was dubbed 
“The Greatest Game Ever 
Played,” although not by 
Gifford. 

“Not my greatest game,” 
Gifford told the AP in 2008. 
“I fumbled going out (of 
the end zone) and I fum¬ 
bled going in.” 

Gifford and his teammates 


felt he was robbed by an 
incorrectly spotted ball 
with less than three min¬ 
utes left in the fourth quar¬ 
ter, though video technol¬ 
ogy employed for a 50th 
anniversary documentary 
indicated the call was cor¬ 
rect. In any event, the Gi¬ 
ants were forced to punt in 
the ‘58 game, leading to a 
famous drive led by Colts 
quarterback Johnny Unitas 
to send it into overtime. 
Gifford had his best year in 
1956, rushing for 819 yards, 
picking up 603 yards re¬ 
ceiving and scoring nine 
touchdowns in 12 gomes. 
The Giants routed the Chi¬ 
cago Bears 47-7 at Yankee 
Stadium, where Gifford 
shared o locker with Mick¬ 
ey Mantle. 

A crushing hit by 233-pound 
Eagles linebacker Chuck 
Bednarik in November 
1960 flattened Gifford and 
likely shortened his football 
career. Bednarik was pic¬ 
tured standing over the un¬ 
conscious Gifford, pump¬ 
ing his fist in o celebration 
thought by many to be 
over the top.Q 
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Nishikori comes back to beat Isner for 1 st Citi Open title 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Kei 

Nishikori already was go¬ 
ing to enter the U.S. Open 
brimming with confidence, 
thanks to his runner-up tin¬ 



ner, a 6-foot-lO American 
who fell to 0-3 in Citi Open 
finals. 

“Certainly have not lost to 
any slouches,” said Isner, 
beaten for the title by Andy 
Roddick in 2007 and Juan 


Sloane Stephens poses with he trophy after she beat Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova, of Russia, 6-1, 6-2, in a women’s singies final 
match at the Citi Open tennis tournament, Sunday, Aug. 9, 
2015, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


ish there a year ago. A title 
at a hard-court tuneup a 
few weeks before heading 
to Flushing Meadows only 
helps. 

Getting his game in shape 
ahead of the season’s last 
Grand Slam tournament, 
Nishikori came back to 
beat big-serving John Isner 
4-6, 6-4, 6-4 on Sunday for 
his first Citi Open title. 

“I just can’t wait to play the 
U.S. Open,” said Japan’s 
Nishikori, who lost the 2014 
final in New York to Marin 
Cilic, the man he beat in 
Washington’s semifinals 
Saturday. “I’m just excited 
again, playing on a big 
stage.” 

The second-seeded Nishi¬ 
kori weathered 18 aces 
from the eighth-seeded Is- 


Martin del Potro in 2013. 
When a reporter mistaken¬ 
ly asked about dropping 
four Washington finals, Is¬ 
ner held up three fingers 
and said with a chuckle: 
“It’s not that bad. Come 
on. I’m not the Buffalo Bills 
just yet.” 

He won a title at Atlanta 
last week. 

“I’m certainly a bit low on 
fuel, probably, 
but as far as health goes, 
there’s nothing (injured) 
per se. ... Maybe I didn’t 
have quite as much pop 
on my serve today,” Is¬ 
ner said. “I’ve thrown a 
lot of pitches the last two 
weeks.” 

Tellingly, during the trophy 
ceremony, Isner made sure 
to thank his chiropractor 


and the tour trainer who 
massaged his right shoul¬ 
der during a second-set 
changeover. 

By then, things were trend¬ 
ing Nishikori’s way. He won 
91 percent of first-serve 
points overall, not facing 


a break point over the last 
two sets. And he totaled 13 
unforced errors, fewer than 
half of Isner’s 28. 

With the temperature in 
the mid-80s, there were not 
many extended exchang¬ 
es from the baseline, but 


when there were, Nishikori 
usually came out ahead. 
An exception came in the 
last game of the first set, 
when Isner’s cross-court 
forehand forced an error 
to get to 15-30 on Nishikori’s 
serve.Q 
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Shane Lowry, from Ireland, holds up the trophy after winning 
the Bridgestone Invitationai goif tournament at Firestone 
Country Ciub, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2015, in Akron, Ohio. Lowry 
finished the tournament at 11 -under par. Associated Press 


Lowry wins Bridgestone 
for a world golf title 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
AKRON, Ohio (AP) — With 
no mistakes and two great 
escapes from the trees, 
Shane Lowry of Ireland 
introduced himself on a 
world stage Sunday by 
winning the Bridgestone In¬ 
vitational. 

He locked up victory in this 
World Golf Championship 
with a shot through the 
trees from left of the 18th 
fairway that descended 
over a bunker and settled 
just over 10 feet away for 
one final birdie and a 4-un- 
der 66. 

“I was trying to get it to the 
front right of the green, but 
I pulled it a little bit,” Lowry 


said. “Obviously, it went 
through the tree, and the 
rest is history. I couldn't be¬ 
lieve I was seeing the ball 
coming down from there, 
coming down on the 
green.” 

He won by two shots over 
Bubba Watson, who also 
shot 66. 

Lowry won the Irish Open 
as an amateur in 2009, and 
he picked up his first Euro¬ 
pean Tour victory in 2012 in 
Portugal. 

In a final round at Fires¬ 
tone against a trio of ma¬ 
jor champions, Lowry pro¬ 
duced a flawless card of 
no bogeys and plenty of 
emotional fist pumps to 
celebrate the biggest win 
of his career. He is the first 
non-PGA Tour member to 
win a WGC since Martin 
Kaymer at the 2011 HSBC 
Champions. 

“I can’t believe it,” Lowry 
said. “I’ve played well most 
of the year, but these last 
four days are very special.” 
Jim Furyk and Justin Rose, 
who shared the 54-hole 
lead, couldn’t keep up. 
Both closed with a 72 to tie 
for third, four shots behind. 
Lowry had a one-shot lead 
when Furyk made his sec¬ 
ond bogey on the front 
nine, but the 28-year-old 
Irishman appeared to be 
in trouble with a wild hook 
off the 10th tee. Instead, 
he powered a wedge as 
high as he could, over a 
tree and listened for the 
gallery’s roar to hear the 
results. It plopped down 
and rolled to within tap- 
in range for a birdie that 
gave him control, and he 
never let up. 

Just as important as his 
birdies were two pars on 
the back nine when he 
was trying to steady his 
nerves. 

Lowry found a deep bun¬ 
ker left of the 14th fairway, 
came up short of the green 
and faced an 18-foot par 
putt that he buried to stay 
two shots ahead. Watson 
was up to his old theatrics 
with a shot out of the trees 
to 6 feet for birdie on the 
17th to get within one shot. 
Lowry, playing two groups 


behind him, pulled his ap¬ 
proach on the 17th and 
faced a tough chip from 
behind the green and he 
could only get within 6 
feet. He holed that for an¬ 
other big par to keep his 
cushion. 

“I was just trying to make 
two pars coming in after I 
saw Bubba make his birdie 
on 17,” Lowry said. “The up- 
and-down on 17 was prob¬ 
ably the biggest up-and- 
down of the week consid¬ 
ering the circumstances.” 
The finish was a bonus 
and meant he could cel¬ 
ebrate early, for it gave 
Lowry a three-shot mar¬ 
gin over Furyk and Rose, 
the only players still on the 
course. Graeme McDow¬ 
ell, his close friend, waited 
around to congratulate 
him outside the scoring 
area. Lowry had qualified 
eight previous times for the 
WGCs, and he famously 
took out Rory Mcliroy in 
the first round of the Match 
Play in 2013. Furyk played 
with him Saturday and 
liked what he saw. 

“What I had been told a 
couple years ago was that 
he had a beautiful short 
game, kind of a scrappy 
player,” Furyk said Satur¬ 
day. “I don’t think that did 
it justice. I thought he hit 
the ball pretty well. I liked 
his game.” 

Lowry finished at 11-under 
269 and earned $1.57 mil¬ 
lion, along with a PGA Tour 
card for the next three 
years. He had been a spe¬ 
cial temporary member. 
Watson was stunned that 
two wedges down the 
stretch bounced so hard 
on the greens and took 
away reasonable birdie 
chances — one on the 
par-5 16th and on the clos¬ 
ing hole after a drive that 
rolled out nearly 380 yards. 
“I nipped it, took paint off 
the ball and cut it with 
a 63-degree lob wedge 
and it just bounced,” 
Watson said. “Now know¬ 
ing that if I had hit the 
tree, it spins more on 18. 
That’s what I should have 
done. Tell Lowry that was 
unbelievable. ”□ 
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Dos Santos has debut goal, assist as Galaxy win 3-1 



Los Angeles Galaxy’s Giovani Dos Santos, right, shoots under 
pressure by Seattle Sounders' Zach Scott during the first half of 
an AALS soccer match, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2015, in Carson, Calif. 

Associated Press 


GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
CARSON, Calif. (AP) — 

Giovani dos Santos is still 
getting to know his LA 
Galaxy teammates, and 
he isn’t yet in ideal game 
shape. 

That didn’t stop the Mexi¬ 
can playmaker from hav¬ 
ing a dynamic MLS debut 
for his loaded new team. 
Dos Santos had a goal and 
an assist Sunday in his first 
MLS game, leading the 
Galaxy to a 3-1 victory over 
the Seattle Sounders. 

After setting up captain 
Robbie Keane’s tiebreak¬ 
ing goal in the 47th min¬ 
ute, dos Santos confident¬ 
ly scored his first goal in 
the 64th minute, taking a 
beautiful pass from Keane 
on the run and burying his 
shot past Stefan Frei. 

The sellouf crowd af Stub- 
Hub Center gave a stand¬ 
ing ovation when dos San¬ 
tos left in the 69th minute 
after delivering the latest 
big debut for fhe defend¬ 
ing MLS champions. 

“We creafed a lot of 
chances,” dos Sanfos said. 
“For me, it’s very easy to 
play with a team like that. 
... I think we have a lot of 
possibility. We can achieve 
every goal we want. We 
have a great team.” 

Dos Santos started up front 
alongside Keane and took 
corner kicks as the Galaxy 
(11-7-7) officially unveiled 
fhe newest acquisition 
in their star-studded line¬ 
up. Dos Santos, who also 
scored a goal in a CONCA- 
CAF Champions League 
match Thursday, even lived 
up to the standard set by 
English star Steven Gerrard, 
who had a goal and an 
assist in his winning Galaxy 
debut last month. 

With David Beckham 
watching from a luxury 
suite, Gyasi Zardes also 
scored as the Galaxy un¬ 


leashed the full might of 
their reloaded roster for 
the first time. The five-time 
champs have scored 22 
goals in their last five MLS 
home games, staying in 
the Western Conference 
race despife a slow sfart to 
the season and continued 
struggles on the road. 

“We have a long way to 
go,” coach Bruce Arena 
said. “We’ve played 25 dif¬ 
ferent lineups in 25 games. 
Hopefully over the next 
month or so, we start get¬ 
ting in good form. ... Dos 
Sanfos is going to take a 
little time, but I think al¬ 
ready the chemistry with his 
teammates is really good.” 
Chad Barrett scored in the 
opening minute for the 
Sounders (10-12-2), who 
competed without any 
designated players after 
leaving Clint Dempsey and 
Obafemi Martins at home 
from the rivalry game. 
Dempsey strained his ham¬ 
string in training Friday, and 
Martins still isn’t quite ready 
to return from a groin injury. 
Barreff also leff the game 
with an injured right ham¬ 
string immediately after his 
stunning opening-minute 
goal. Zardes equalized in 
the 13th minute with his 
25th career MLS goal. 

But the sellout crowd was 


most eager to see Dos San¬ 
tos, who wears the No. 10 
Galaxy shirt most recently 
occupied by the retired 
London Donovan. Dos San¬ 
tos also is likely to play in 
the midfield at some point, 
although Arena won’t use 
him there until his match fit¬ 
ness is optimal. 

The 26-year-old dos San¬ 
tos began training with the 
Galaxy a week ago after 
arriving from Mexico’s Gold 
Cup tifle run. The two-time 
World Cup performer spenf 
the past two seasons with 
Villareal in La Liga after a 
career that began in Bar¬ 
celona’s famed La Masia 
academy. 

While dos Sanfos’ Europe¬ 
an career was inconsistent, 
the Galaxy have been 
chasing him for years, be¬ 
lieving his combination of 
offensive flair and Mexi¬ 
can herifage would be an 
enormous boost on the 
field and among Southern 
California’s enormous Mex- 
ican-American population. 
When MLS altered its desig¬ 
nated player rules to allow 
a fourth big-ticket addition 
this summer, the Galaxy 
swiftly closed a deal to add 
even more talent to their 
side — and dos Santos im¬ 
mediately showed the flair 
they expect. 


Donovan Ricketts made 
his first home start in three 
years for the Galaxy, who 


reacquired the goalkeeper 
from Orlando Cify after Jai¬ 
me Penedo left the club.Q 
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Joey Logano wins at Watkins Glen, saves fuel this time 


Joey Logano celebrates in Victory Lane after winning a NASCAR Sprint Cup series auto race at 
Watkins Gien Internationai, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2015, in Watkins Gien. N.Y. 

Associated Press 


JOHN KEKIS 
AP Sports Writer 
WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. (AP) — 

Joey Logano kept his foot 
on the gas pedal a little bit 
longer than usual after tak¬ 
ing the checkered flag at 
Watkins Glen International, 
a huge cloud of smoke 
wafting toward victory 
lane. 

This time he had more than 
enough left in the tank of 
his No. 22 Ford. 

“It makes up a lot for last 
week,” Logano said Sun¬ 
day after notching his first 
Sprint Cup victory on a 
road course and second 
of the season. He also won 
the season-opening Day¬ 
tona 500. 

“It’s nice it played out this 
time. We may not have 
had the fastest race car, 
but the execution of the 
day is what won us this 
race. What goes around 
comes around, I guess.” 

A week after running out 
of gas while leading at Po- 
cono with three laps to go, 
Logano passed Kevin Har- 
vick on the final turn of fhe 
90-lap race as Harvick ran 
dry. 

Logano completed the first 


NASCAR weekend sweep 
at the track after winning 
the Xfinity race Saturday. 
He also gave Roger Penske 
his first Cup victory at The 
Glen. 

“It means an awful lot to 
Team Penske,” team vice 
chairman Walt Czarnecki 
said. “I believe this is our 
winningest track in the 
whole history of our com¬ 
pany going back to the 
Trans-Am and Can-Am, so 


this is particularly meaning¬ 
ful for us.” 

Kyle Busch, who ran out 
of fuel on the last lap at 
Pocono while leading, fin¬ 
ished second and moved 
to 30th in points, the cut¬ 
off to make the Chase for 
the Sprint Cup title as he 
continued his remarkable 
surge. 

“I had a chance. I could've 
raced the 22,” said Busch, 
six points ahead of Cole 


Whitt and just one behind 
Justin Allgaier. “I felt like I 
was better than he was, 
but my crew chief (Adam 
Stevens) called in scared 
on the fuel sifuafion from 
last week and I don’t 
blame him. We didn’t want 
to do the same thing.” 
Harvick coasted home 
third. Matt Kenseth was 
fourth, and Kurt Busch fifth. 
Clint Bowyer, Brad Kesel- 
owski, Carl Edwards, Sam 
Hornish Jr. and Jimmie 
Johnson rounded out the 
top 10. 

Tony Stewart, who quali¬ 
fied third, was competing 
at Watkins Glen for the first 
time after missing the previ¬ 
ous two Cup races at the 
track. He was nursing a 
broken right leg two years 
ago and sat out last year’s 
race after the sprint car 
he was driving in a race 
at nearby Canandaigua 
struck and killed 20-year- 
old driver Kevin Ward Jr. 
the night before Sfewart 
was scheduled to race at 
Watkins Glen. 

On Friday, Stewart again 
had to revisit that tragedy. 
Attorneys representing the 
Ward family filed a wrong¬ 
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ful deafh lawsuit against 
Stewart, another hurdle in 
what has been a season 
without much hope un¬ 
til recently, and Sunday 
marked the one-year an¬ 
niversary of Ward’s death. 
Stewart, a five-time winner 
at The Glen, was greeted 
warmly by fans during 
driver introductions but 
finished lasf after his car 
broke a rear gear midway 
through the 90-lap race. 

In the last road race of his 
NASCAR career, Jeff Gor¬ 
don had brake problems 
and finished 41st to take 
another big hit in points. 
The race turned on strat¬ 
egy. Martin Truex Jr., who 
started second, pitted af¬ 
ter a red flag just past the 
midpoint of fhe race as the 
top drivers stayed out. 
Harvick, who pitted two 
laps before Truex, fhen 
gained the lead on a re¬ 
start on Lap 61, passing 
Kenseth and pulling out to 
a lead of over a half-sec¬ 
ond with Truex third. 
Harvick’s crew told him he 
was two laps short on fuel 
as the race wound down, 
but he did enough con¬ 
serving to salvage a podi¬ 
um finish. 

“I fhought I’d done a pref- 
fy good job of saving fuel 
under the caution,” Har¬ 
vick said. “Really, I was just 
running as fast as I needed 
to. Once the 22 got there, I 
had to pick up the pace.” 
Truex’s chances disap¬ 
peared when he suffered 
a flaf leff front tire and was 
forced to pit with 22 laps 
left around the 2.45-mile 
natural terrain course. He 
finished 25fh. 

Busch had fo pit from the 
lead with just over 30 laps 
left and dropped deep in 
the field. He then steadily 
mounted an aggressive 
charge back and got past 
Harvick for second after 
the final furn. □ 
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Facing Islamic State threat, Iraq digitizes national library 



This Tuesday, July 28, 2015 photo shows restored books and documents at the Baghdad National 
Library in Iraq. 

Associated Press 


VIVIAN SALAMA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — The 

dimly lit, dust-caked stacks 
of the Baghdad National 
Library hide a treasure of 
the ages: crinkled, yellow¬ 
ing papers holding the true 
stories of sultans and kings; 
imperialists and socialists; 
occupation and liberation; 
war and peace. 

These are the original 
chronicles of Iraq’s rich 
and tumultuous history — 
and now librarians and 
academics in Baghdad 
are working feverishly to 
preserve what’s left after 
thousands of documents 
were lost or damaged at 
the height of the U.S.-led 
invasion. 

As Islamic State militants 
set out to destroy Iraq’s his¬ 
tory and culture, including 
irreplaceable books and 
manuscripts kept in the 
militant-held city of Mo¬ 
sul, a major preservation 
and digitization project is 
underway in the capital 
to safeguard a millennium 
worth of history. 

In darkrooms in the library’s 
back offices, employees 
use specialized lighting 
to photograph some of 
the most-precious manu¬ 
scripts. Mazin Ibrahim Is¬ 
mail, the head of the mi¬ 
crofilm department, said 
they’re testing the process 
with documents from the 
Interior Ministry under Iraq’s 
last monarch, Faisal II, who 
ruled from 1939 to 1958. 
“Once restoration for some 
of the older documents 
from the Ottoman era, 200 
to 250 years ago, is com¬ 
pleted, we will begin to 
photograph those onto mi¬ 
crofilm,” Ismail said. He said 
the digital archives, which 
will not be made available 
immediately to the pub¬ 
lic, is more to ensure their 
contents survive any future 
threat. The restoration pro¬ 
cess is nothing short of mi¬ 


crosurgery, and the type 
of damage to each docu¬ 
ment is a story — and a 
puzzle — on its own. Some 
manuscripts are torn from 
overuse and aging; oth¬ 
ers are burned or stained 
from attack or sabotage. 
And then there are some 
that were completely fossil¬ 
ized over time — the com¬ 
bined result of moisture 
and scorching tempera¬ 
tures — looking instead like 
large rocks dug up from 
the earth. 

“Those are the most diffi¬ 
cult books to restore,” said 
Fatma Khudair, the senior 
employee in the restora¬ 
tion department. “We ap¬ 
ply steam using a special¬ 
ized tool to try to loosen 
and separate the pages. 
“Sometimes, we are able 
to save those books and 
then apply other restora¬ 
tion techniques, but with 
others, the damage is irre¬ 


versible,” she added. 
Technicians sterilize manu¬ 
scripts and documents for 
48 hours, washing them of 
dust and other impurities 
that accumulated over 
time. Then, they go page 
by page using Japanese 
tissue, specialized paper 
for book conservation and 
restoration, to either fill in 
torn edges or layer the 
more-delicate documents 
with a sheer coating to 
make them more durable. 
The Baghdad National Li¬ 
brary, established by the 
British in 1920 on donations 
and first overseen by a 
Catholic priest, has weath¬ 
ered violent upheaval 
before. At the start of the 
2003 U.S.-led occupation, 
when chaos gripped the 
capital, arsonists set fire to 
the library, destroying 25 
percent of its books and 
some 60 percent of its ar¬ 
chives, including priceless 


Ottoman records. Archives 
from 1977 to 2003 burned 
to ashes. Earlier archives 
from 1920 to 1977, includ¬ 
ing sensitive Interior Minis¬ 
try documents, had been 
stored in rice bags and sur¬ 
vived the blaze. 

During the invasion of Iraq, 
“we had an alternative 
site for the most important 
books and documents at 
the Department of Tour¬ 
ism,” said Jamal Abdel-Ma- 
jeed Abdulkareem, acting 
director of Baghdad librar¬ 
ies and archives. “Then 
books and the important 
documents were exposed 
to water because the 
American tanks destroyed 


the water pipes and water 
leaked onto these impor¬ 
tant cultural materials.” 
Around 400,000 pages of 
documents — some dating 
back to the Ottoman peri¬ 
od — and 4,000 rare books 
were damaged when the 
pipes broke. They includ¬ 
ed the library’s precious 
Hebrew archives, most of 
which later were moved to 
Washington. 

A team of experts from the 
Library of Congress visited 
Baghdad to help assess 
the damage and recom¬ 
mended building a new 
national library. More than 
a decade later, a state-of- 
the-art, 45,000-square-me- 
ter (484,380-square-foot) 
replacement by London- 
based AMBS Architects is 
scheduled to open next 
year.Until then, the Bagh¬ 
dad National Library is 
looking to help those in 
conflict-ridden areas en¬ 
joy and appreciate Iraqi 
culture. Library officials say 
that sharing Iraqi art and 
literature is key to com¬ 
batting terrorism. In recent 
months, the library do¬ 
nated some 2,500 books 
to libraries in Iraq’s Diyala 
province after Iraqi forces 
recaptured towns there 
from Islamic State militants. 
The militants “want history 
to reflect their own views 
instead of the way it actu¬ 
ally happened,” Abdulka¬ 
reem said. “So when an 
area is liberated, we send 
them books to replenish 
whatever was stolen or de¬ 
stroyed, but also, so that 
Iraqis in this area have ac¬ 
cess to these materials so 
they can always feel proud 
of their rich history.”Q 
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Buffett’s company reports 37 percent drop in 2Q earnings 


JOSH FUNK 
AP Business Writer 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — War¬ 
ren Buffett's Berkshire Ha¬ 
thaway reported a 37 per¬ 


cent drop in its second- 
quarter profit as the paper 
vaiue of its investments fell 
and its insurance compa¬ 
nies reported on under¬ 
writing loss. Berkshire Ha¬ 
thaway’s net income fell to 
$4.01 billion, or $2,442 per 


Class A shore. That’s down 
from lost year’s $6.4 billion, 
or $3,889 per shore. Those 
results were helped by a 
$1.1 billion paper gain on a 


stock exchange deal. 
Revenue grew 3 percent to 
$51.4 billion. The four ana¬ 
lysts surveyed by FactSet 
expected Berkshire to re¬ 
port operating earnings per 
Class A shore of $2,997.14. 
By that measure Berkshire 


reported per share profit of 
$2,367, down from $2,634. 
Buffett recommends inves¬ 
tors pay more attention to 
Berkshire’s quarterly oper- 


Omaha, Neb. Berkshire Hatha- 

(AP Photo/Nati Harnik) 

oting earnings because 
they exclude the swings in 
the value of investments 
and derivatives, which can 
vary greatly from quarter 
to quarter. Berkshire’s in¬ 
vestments and derivatives 
added $123 million this 


quarter, compared to lost 
year’s $2.06 billion. A year 
ago, Berkshire traded most 
of its Graham Holdings 
stock for Miami-based tele¬ 
vision station WPLG, some 
Berkshire stock and cash. 
Berkshire officials do not 
typically comment on their 
quarterly earnings reports, 
and they did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to on inter¬ 
view request this weekend. 
Berkshire’s latest major deal 
that created the Kraft Heinz 
Food Co. closed just after 
the second quarter ended, 
so it’s not reflected in these 
results. But Berkshire said it 
expects to record o $7 bil¬ 
lion gain on the Kraft deal 
in the third quarter. 

Berkshire teamed up with 
the Brazilian investment 
firm 3G Capital to acquire 
Kraft through their ketchup 
maker H.J. Heinz. The deal 
created one of the world’s 
largest food companies 
with annual revenue of 
about $28 billion. Berkshire 
owns 27 percent of the 
new Kraft Heinz. 

Andy Kilpatrick, who wrote 
“Of Permanent Value: 
The Story of Warren Buf¬ 
fett," said the Kraft deal 
will make up for the rough 
second-quarter results. 
“That’s the real positive 
of the year, and that will 


come in the third quar¬ 
ter," Kilpatrick said. Berk¬ 
shire’s insurance compa¬ 
nies, which include Geico 
and General Reinsurance, 
reported a $38 million un¬ 
derwriting loss compared 
to last year’s $411 million 
gain. The negative swing 
was driven by higher claims 
at Geico and $115 million in 
storm losses in Australia that 
Berkshire insured. 

Berkshire said Geico cus¬ 
tomers may see rate in¬ 
creases os a result of the in¬ 
crease in claims. The insur¬ 
ance results were especial¬ 
ly disappointing because 
that is one of Berkshire’s 
core business groups, said 
Edward Jones analyst Jim 
Shanahan. And reinsur¬ 
ance rates are unlikely to 
improve soon because 
competition has increased 
significantly. But investors 
may give Berkshire the 
benefit of the doubt if they 
focus on positive areas of 
the report, like the Kraft 
deal and subsidiaries that 
performed well, Shanahan 
said. Berkshire’s BNSF rail¬ 
road generated $963 mil¬ 
lion net income, up from 
$916 a year ago, despite 
relatively flat volume and 
weaker demand for coal 
and crude oil shipments be¬ 
cause service improved.^ 



Berkshire Hathaway Chairman and CEO Warren Buffett speaks in 
way reported poor quarteriy financial results over the weekend. 


Texas-Amazon sales tax deal benefited both sides, data shows 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Three 
years on, a much-watched 
deal to settle a sales tax 
collection dispute between 
Texas and Amazon.com 
appears to have benefited 
both sides, according to an 
analysis published Sunday 
by The Austin American- 
Statesman. 

The agreement saw the 
state drop its demand that 
the e-commerce giant pay 
$269 million in back sales 
taxes in exchange for Am¬ 
azon agreeing to collect 
state sales taxes beginning 
July 1, 2012. The Seattle- 
based firm also got incen¬ 
tives to create jobs and 
make capital investments 
statewide. 

The Statesman used Texas 
comptroller's office data to 
show that collecting sales 
taxes from Texas residents 
on Amazon purchases 


added hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars to state cof¬ 
fers. Meanwhile, Amazon 
told state officials this sum¬ 
mer that it had 3,500-plus 
Texas employees and had 
made $300 million in capi¬ 
tal investment statewide 
through the end of last year 
— exceeding benchmarks 
set as part of the agree¬ 
ment. 

Comptroller Glen Hegar, 
who wasn’t in office when 
the deal was struck, is 
nonetheless praising it. 

“I believe Texas benefited 
from the deal with Ama¬ 
zon. The agreement meant 
Amazon began collecting 
and remitting taxes to the 
state, which the comptrol¬ 
ler’s office felt were legally 
due,” Hegar said. “The 
agreement also allowed 
Amazon to start building 
warehouses and to greatly 


expand their physical pres¬ 
ence in the state, which 
was largely beneficial to 
the economy.” 

The 2012 agreement, 
reached under then- 
Comptroller Susan Combs, 
ended two-plus years of 
back tax battles between 
Texas and Amazon and 
also saw the company of¬ 
fer an “immaterial pay¬ 
ment” to settle the state’s 
complaint. 

Since July 2012, sales tax 
revenue in Amazon’s sec¬ 
tor has gone up more than 
$325 million. State law pro¬ 
hibits the comptroller’s of¬ 
fice from releasing sales 
tax collections by individ¬ 
ual companies, but since 
Amazon is the world’s larg¬ 
est online retailer, its sales 
in Texas likely constitute a 
significant portion of that 
increase. 


The spat began in Septem¬ 
ber 2010, when Combs or¬ 
dered the company to pay 
$269 million for uncollected 
sales taxes from 2005 to 
2009. 

Amazon responded by 
threatening to close a fa¬ 
cility it operated in Irving, 
eliminating 119 jobs and 
shutting Texas out of future 
expansion plans. The com¬ 
pany had long opposed 
collecting taxes, though 
it had reached a previous 
agreement with Nevada 
that delayed its sales tax 
collections there until 2014. 
When Texas struck its 
agreement with the firm. 
Combs called it “the best 
deal in the United States,” 
because while other states 
were waiting years to col¬ 
lect the tax, Texas only 
waited 60 days. 

Michael Mazerov, senior 


fellow with Washington, 
D.C.-based Center on Bud¬ 
get and Policy Priorities, 
called the Texas-Amazon 
agreement a national 
game-changer. 

It “completely turned the 
tide nationally in terms of 
how Amazon dealt with this 
issue,” Mazerov said. 

In addition to collecting 
sales taxes, the deal man¬ 
dated Amazon achiev¬ 
ing hiring and investment 
benchmarks by the end of 
2014. 

In a May 7 letter to the 
comptroller’s office, Paul 
Misener, Amazon’s vice 
president for global pub¬ 
lic policy, wrote that the 
company had now “satis¬ 
fied the capital investment 
and job creation require¬ 
ments as agreed to in the 
agreement signed April 24, 

2012a 
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Steady US job gains likely foretell a new era: Higher rates 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

new era of higher rates 
on home and car loans, 
steeper borrowing costs 
forbusinesses and the gov¬ 
ernment — maybe even o 
bit more return for savers — 
is about to arrive. 

That, at least, is the word 
from most economists. Af¬ 
ter another solid U.S. jobs 
report Friday, they say the 
Federal Reserve seems oil 
but sure to raise its short¬ 
term interest rote next 
month after keeping it 
pinned near zero for nearly 
seven years. 

It would be the Fed’s first 
rote hike since 2006. And 
it would end the aggres¬ 
sive campaign the cen¬ 
tral bonk began after the 
2008 financial crisis to save 
a teetering banking sys¬ 
tem and energize an ailing 
economy. While it could 
take months, the Fed's 
moves should eventually 
drive up interest rates for 
mortgages, auto loans and 
other consumer and busi¬ 
ness borrowing. 

“The most advertised and 
anticipated play” is a Fed 
rate hike in September, Da¬ 
vid Kotok, chief executive 
at money management 
firm Cumberland Advisors, 
said Friday after the July 
jobs report showed that 
employers added 215,000 
jobs and that the unem¬ 
ployment rate held at a 
nearly normal 5.3 percent. 
“Markets, economists, and 
analysts expect it.” 


Not all of them do. 

Some economists argue 
that a September rate in¬ 
crease isn't guaranteed. 
They say Friday’s figures 
showed that some gauges 
of the job market remain 
weak. Pay increases, for 
example, are still sluggish. 
And hiring hasn't been 
strong enough to draw 
millions of Americans 
who've given up on their 
job searches back into the 
hunt. 

What's more, a strong dol¬ 
lar is hurting U.S. exporters 
and making foreign goods 
cheaper in the United 
States, which could shrink 
inflation even further below 
the Fed's 2 percent target. 
“A September rate hike is 
by no means a done deal,” 
Chris Williamson, chief 
economist at Markit, said in 
a research note. 

“Low inflation and cooling 
growth will create power¬ 
ful arguments against rate 
hikes.” 

Flere are three reasons the 
Fed will likely raise rates 
when it meets next month 

— and two reasons it may 
not. 

— STEADY HIRING 

In the past seven years, the 
economy has gone from 
hemorrhaging millions of 
jobs during the Great Re¬ 
cession to sluggish and in¬ 
termittent hiring during the 
first several years of recov¬ 
ery to consistently strong 
gains. 

In the past two years, em¬ 
ployers have added a ro¬ 


bust average of 235,000 
jobs a month. Business¬ 
es have added jobs for 65 
straight months, the longest 
such streak on records dat¬ 


ing to 1939. 

“As long as you’ve got pay¬ 
roll gains above 200,000... 
this meets the requirement 
of showing some further 
improvement in the labor 
market and strengthens 
the case for the Fed mov¬ 
ing in September,” said 
Michelle Girard, chief U.S. 
economist at RBS. 

— RELATIVELY LOW UNEM¬ 
PLOYMENT 

The steady job gains have 
helped reduce the jobless 
rate to 5.3 percent from 6.2 


percent a year ago and 
10 percent in 2009. That's 
near the 5 percent to 5.2 
percent range that the Fed 
says constitutes a normal 


job market. Most econo¬ 
mists expect the rate to fall 
even further. 

The proportion of adults 
who either have a job or 
are looking for one has 
also stabilized recently. 
That suggests that stronger 
hiring has been the main 
reason unemployment has 
kept falling. 

— ULTRA-LOW RATES HAM¬ 
STRING THE FED 

Though economic growth 
is still modest. Fed policy¬ 
makers need to raise rates 


from their record lows soon¬ 
er or later. 

Rates kept too low for too 
long could make it hard for 
the Fed to respond to any 


future economic slump. 
Persistently low interest 
rotes and subpor inflation 
leave “less scope for the 
(Fed) to respond” by cut¬ 
ting short-term rotes to 
“counteract o weaken¬ 
ing in the economy,” Fed 
Choir Janet Yellen said lost 
month. 

Girard said the length of 
the recovery also points to 
o hike in September: “Sev¬ 
en years into on expansion, 
should you still be sitting 
at emergency rotes?” she 
said. □ 


Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen prepares to testity betore the Senate Banking Committee on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. Another solid U.S. jobs report all but assures the Fed will raise interest 
rates in September 2015, leading to costlier home and other consumer loans. 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 



China inflation edges up to still-low 1.6 percent in July 


BEIJING (AP) — Consumer 
inflation edged up to o still- 
low 1.6 percent yeor-on- 
yeor in July, government 
data showed Sunday, leav¬ 
ing room for Beijing to cut 
interest rotes or take other 
steps to stimulate slowing 
economic growth. 

The inflation rote rose from 
the previous month’s 1.4 
percent, driven by o jump 
in pork prices. The Notional 
Bureau of Statistics said that 
costs also rose for medical 
core, vegetables, house¬ 
hold services, tobacco 
and pre-school education. 


July’s consumer price in¬ 
dex was the highest so for 
in 2015. 

The government aims to 
keep consumer inflation at 
around 3 percent this year. 
Producer prices, measured 
os goods leave the factory, 
fell 5.4 percent from a year 
earlier, extending o long 
period of declines due to 
excess production capac¬ 
ity in many industries. 
Forecasters say the econ¬ 
omy grew by 7 percent or 
slightly below that in the 
three months ending in 
June, in line with the previ¬ 


ous quarter’s six-year low of 
7 percent. 

Growth has cooled os the 


A vendor picks a chicken for 
her customer at a market in 
Yichang in centrai China's 
Hubei province Sunday, Aug. 
9, 2015. Consumer inflation 
edged up to a still-low 1.6 
percent year-on-year in July, 
government data showed 
Sunday, leaving room for 
Beijing to cut interest rates or 
take other steps to stimulate 
slowing economic growth. 

(Chinatopix via AP) 


ruling Communist Party tries 
to steer the economy to o 
more self-sustaining expan¬ 


sion based on domestic 
consumption instead of 
trade and investment. □ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Fanny 
5 Rattled 
10 Lawn trees 

14 June honoree 

15 Investigate; 
delve into 

16 Dirt 

17 Sports network 

18 Fixture outside 
a hair cutter’s 
shop 

20 Recolor 

21 Gave for a time 

22 Carrying a gun 

23 Fine-tune 

25 Nintendo video 
game console 

26 Need for water 
28 Actress and 

director Jodie 

31 Seeps out 

32 Bit of dandruff 
34 _ and tonic; 

bar order 

36 Bed size 

37 Sitcom starring 
Bea Arthur 

38 Clavicle or ulna 

39 Wrongdoing 

40 Stove 

41 Clark & Cavett 

42 _on; inciting 

44 Flate 

45 Pacino & Gore 

46 Fine tablecloth 
fabric 

47 Chicago airport 

50 Mom’s sister 

51 Defunct airline 
54 Opposition; 

defiance 

57 Field tightly 

58 Warning sign 
for buyers 

59 Up and about 

60 Fleap 

61 Thin wood strip 

62 Sudden attacks 

63 Flardware chain 
stores 

DOWN 

1 Drove too fast 

2 Simple 

3 Delicious- 
looking 

4 Light brown 


positive 

6 Practical joke 

7 Categorize 

8 _ and flow; 
tide movement 

9 Golf ball holder 
10_de corps; 

camaraderie 

11 Weaver’s frame 

12 5,280 feet 

13 Snow toy 
19 Elevate 

21 Not as much 

24 Songbird 

25 Roused 

26 Tater _ 

27 TV’s Mandel 

28 Lose color 

29 Self-absorbed 

30 Skating ovals 

32 Pointed tooth 

33 Flaul;drag 
35 Bird’s home 

37 “A _ home is 
his castle” 

38 Nip 

40 Vexes 

41 Fender blemish 


43 Tastelessly 
showy; too loud 

44 Cafe patrons 

46 Clear-thinking 

47 Spoken 

48 "For _ jolly 
good fellow...” 

49 “Be that _ 
may...” 


50 Prefix for 
freeze or trust 

52 Beguiling trick 

53 Jungle animals 

55 Street paver’s 
goo 

56 As cool _ 
cucumber 

57 Student’s avg. 
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A street full of dental offices Is seen In Los Algodones, 

Mexico, which sits on the border with California. Thousands 
of Americans and Canadians travel to Los Algodones each 
year for affordable and reliable dental work from dentists who 
speak English and sometimes accept U.S. Insurance. The trip, 
even counting the cost of traveling long distances. Is often 
more affordable than getting dental care In the United States. 

(AP Photo/Astrid Galvan) 


Dental 

Costs 

Continued from Page 7 

Many dental plans have 
high deductibles and 
don’t offer extensive cov¬ 
erage. Many people opt 
out. 

Mexico has lower costs 
because of cheaper la¬ 
bor and fewer regulatory 
requirements. Residents in 
border towns like El Paso, 
Texas and Nogales, So¬ 
nora, often make the short 
drive to the Mexican side 
for basic medical needs 
and prescription medica¬ 
tions that are much cost¬ 
lier in the U.S. Some busi¬ 
nesses even offer shuttle 
services from the Phoenix 
area to Los Algodones, a 
nearly 200-mile ride. 

Going abroad for cheap¬ 
er health care is nothing 
new. Americans have 
been doing it for years, for 
everything from elective, 
cosmetic procedures to 
major, life-saving surgery. 
Matthew Messina, a prac¬ 
ticing dentist and con¬ 
sumer adviser on behalf of 
the American Dental As¬ 
sociation, said Americans 
who visit dentists in foreign 
countries should do a lot 
of research before they 
go. 

Different countries use dif¬ 
ferent types of equipment, 
and some items, such as 
implants, may not have 
warranties. Malpractice 
lawsuits may not be an 
option. 

Dentists in Los Algodones 
say they attend less school 
than their counterparts 
in U.S. but spend more 


time practicing clinical 
work. They say they prac¬ 
tice the same safety stan¬ 
dards as American den¬ 
tists and have offices that 
are just as clean. 

Jose Obed Zuniga has 
been a dentist in Los Al¬ 
godones for a decade 
and found business was 
so good he opened his 
own shop about two years 
ago. 

“Everything, the quality, is 
very similar to the United 
States,” Zuniga said. "We 
see the work from the 
United States, and it’s very 
competitive.” 

Aiti Gutierrez left her home 
in the state of Tamaulipas, 
Mexico, 1,400 miles away, 
to practice in a Los Algo¬ 
dones office that has four 
patient rooms and a lobby 
with a water-stacked mini¬ 
fridge. In the busy season, 
she sees about a dozen 
patients a day, and 12- 
hour work days aren’t un¬ 
usual. 

“They like to feel com¬ 
fortable and that they’re 
safe,” Gutierrez said of her 
clients.Q 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

26 

507 

$3,500 

26 

543 

$5,300 

40 

105 

$5000 

48/49 

119 

$4,500 

21 

345 

$3,000 

35 

314 

$4,000 

30 

515 

$4,900 

30 

311 

$5,000 

23 

343 

$4,500 

27 

103 

$4,000 

29 

134 

$4,500 

20&21 

347 

$4,500 

27 

341 

$4,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

203548 


Classifieds 



CUIDABOOIDO 


PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
For Sale 

2 bedroom week 29 Room 125 
pool side $6,500 O.B.O. 

DIvI Phoenix 

For Sale 1 bedroom Room 502 
week 29 $5,000 O.B.O. 

For Sale 1 bedroom Room 502 
week 32 $5.000 O.B.O. 

203549 




All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Arico, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets. Less than 1 mile from 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
Sam - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697 
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free) 

Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free) 
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 



The Arubian Rum Tasting 
Mini Market & Liquorshop 

FREE TASTING OF LOCAL RUN 


Also Flavored liquor 
pre-mixed (snipar-Aiuba Ariba Qtc] 

Also Arubian souvenirs and much more. 
Don't miss this opportunity. 


Our P«AtfiQn.'' Pl«u HalP 

/ { 2^71 74741 




T#DAY 


B#NDIA 


How to us! 



DOCTOR 
o ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

^ ) Dr. D. de Cuba 

' , - Tel. 583-9195 

J. 


EMERGENCIA 

911 

100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
11141 
115 

582-1108 
527-4000 
582-1234 

911 

PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 
San Nicolas: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 



POLICE 
POLICE 
ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
POLICE TIPLINE 
FIRE DEPT. 

FIRE DEPT. 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


INFORysAATION 

118 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


V 11 

\' Cai^ al Sunshine 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Aruba Airlines 

583-8300 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Surinam 

582-7896 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incopasitoted 

Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Drogo 

Aruba 

(^DA) Te_[: 583^^2999_ 

FUNDACION 

Respetomi 

Tel^^82-4^3_ 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbonk Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
























































































Mysterious fungus killing snakes in at least 9 states 


mont Department of Fish 
and Wildlife who has been 
studying the state’s rattle¬ 
snake population for 15 
years. “We don’t hove 
any control over it. It’s just 
completely out there in the 
wild.” 

Rattlesnakes were once 
found across much of the 
country, but habitat loss 
and efforts by fearful hu¬ 
mans to wipe them out 
reduced their numbers. 


estimated total population 
of several hundred. 

An Associated Press re¬ 
porter was allowed to ac¬ 
company wildlife officials 
to a rattlesnake habitat on 
condition the exact loca¬ 
tion not be revealed out 
of concern that too much 
attention could further 
threaten them. Blodgett 
led an hours-long search 
for some of the elusive 
creatures until he found a 


United States. Not every 
location is reporting that 
the disease is threatening 
snake populations. 

"It does seem to be o dis¬ 
ease that has different ef¬ 
fects in different areas,” 
Lorch said. 

The fungus poses o greater 
risk to snakes that repro¬ 
duce slowly, such os rattle¬ 
snakes, which con live up 
to 30 years, experts say. 

In Illinois every year the dis¬ 





rattlesnakes hide in a crack in a rock at an undisclosed location 

Associated Press 


BY WILSON RING 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
NEW HAVEN, Vt. (AP) - Hid¬ 
den on hillsides in a remote 
port of western Vermont, 
o small number of ven¬ 
omous timber rattlesnakes 
slither among the rocks, 
but their isolation can’t 
protect them from a mys¬ 
terious fungus spreading 
across the eastern half of 
the country that threatens 
to wipe them out. 

In less than o decade, the 
fungus has been idenfi- 
fied in at least nine Eastern 
states, and although it af¬ 
fects o number of species, 
it’s especially threatening 
to rattlesnakes that live in 
small, isolated populations 
with little genetic diversi¬ 
ty, such as those found in 
Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts and New 
York. 

In Illinois the malady threat¬ 
ens the eastern massasau- 
ga rattlesnake, which was 
a candidate for the fed¬ 
eral endangered species 
list even before the fungus 
appeared. 

Biologists have compared 
its appearance to the fun¬ 
gus that causes white nose 
syndrome in bats, which 
since 2006 has killed mil¬ 
lions of the creatures and 
continues to spread across 
North America. 

It’s unclear, though, if snake 
fungal disease, "ophid- 
iomyces ophiodiicolo” 
was brought to the United 
States from elsewhere, os 
was white nose fungus, or if 
it has always been present 
in the environment and for 
some unknown reason is 
now infecting snakes, bi¬ 
ologists soy. 

"I think potentially this 
could overwhelm any con¬ 
servation effort we could 
employ to try to protect 
this last remaining popula¬ 
tion,” said Doug Blodgett, 
a biologist with the Ver¬ 


In this July 31, 2015 photo, two 
in western Rutland County, Vt. 

especially at the northern 
edges of their range. 

In New Hampshire, the 
disease helped halve the 
population of rattlesnakes 
- now estimated at sever¬ 
al dozen - after it was first 
spotted in 2006, although 
it was only afterward that 
scientists linked the fun¬ 
gus to the decline, officials 
said. 

Vermont’s population of 
timber rattlesnakes is down 
to two locations near Lake 
Champlain in the western 
part of the state with on 


pair hiding in o rocky crev¬ 
ice, though it wasn’t clear 
if fhey were infected. Lat¬ 
er, a healthy single snake 
was found on the forest 
floor. 

The disease can cause 
crusty scabs and lesions, 
sometimes on the head. 
Jeffrey Lorch, a microbi¬ 
ologist with the U.S. Geo¬ 
logical Survey’s National 
Wildlife Health Center in 
Madison, Wisconsin, said 
he’s been getting reports 
of snake fungal disease 
from oil over the eastern 


ease infects about 15 per¬ 
cent of fhe population of 
about 300 of massasauga 
rattlesnakes, most of which 
are in Clinton County, with 
a mortality rate of 80 fo 90 
percent, said Matt Allen- 
der, o wildlife veterinarian 
and epidemiologist at the 
University of Illinois who 
started noticing the fungus 
in 2011. The mortolify rofe 
in infected timber rattle¬ 
snakes is estimated be¬ 
tween 30 and 70 percent, 
he said. 

The fungus’ impact on the 


massasauga is expected 
to play a part in the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
determination on whether 
to list the snake os endan¬ 
gered, officials said. 

“I think that in populations 
that have been shrunk 
due to other mechanisms, 
such as habitat loss, other 
environmental changes, 
those types of things, are 
more at risk of going ex¬ 
tinct from snake fungal dis¬ 
ease mainly because if’s a 
smaller population,” Allen- 
dersaid. "They hove less of 
a buffer to withstand these 
diseases.” 

Part of the challenge in 
studying the disease is 
that snakes, especially 
venomous varieties, don’t 
get much sympathy from 
the public, which mokes 
funding studies harder. 
Snakes are also harder to 
find than, say, white-nose- 
infected bats where sci¬ 
entists con go into a cove 
and see tens of thousands 
of carcasses, Lorch said. 
The fungus has been found 
in all five rofflesnoke popu¬ 
lations in Massachusetts, 
but it doesn’t appear to 
have had the high mortali¬ 
ty rate reported elsewhere, 
said Anne Stengle, a Ph.D. 
candidate at the University 
of Massachusetts who is 
overseeing a federal grant 
in nine states to study the 
fungus. 

Since the initial hit, the de¬ 
cline in the Granite State’s 
timber rattlesnakes ap¬ 
pears to have stabilized 
and some are reproduc¬ 
ing, said New Hampshire 
Fish and Game Biologist 
Mike Morchond. 

“I’m at least optimistic 
that there are animals 
that are successfully sur¬ 
viving from year to year 
as well as reproducing,” 
Marchand said. “We hod 
a pretty strong dip in the 
population.”□ 
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‘Fantastic Four’ bombs with $26.2M; ‘Mission’ again tops 



This photo provided by courtesy Twentieth Century Fox shows. The Thing, from left, AAichoei B. 
Jordan as Johnny Storm, Miles Teller as Dr. Reed Richards, and Kate Mara as Sue Storm, in a 
scene from the film, “Fantastic Four.” 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Holly¬ 
wood’s summer has had 
runaway sensations (“Ju¬ 
rassic World”) and heart¬ 
warming hits (“Inside Out”). 
It now has its fiasco. 
“Fantastic Four,” 20th Cen¬ 
tury Fox’s attempt to re¬ 
boot the superhero team- 
up franchise, debuted with 
just $26.2 million at North 
American theaters over 
the weekend, according 
to studio estimates Sunday. 
The result was bad enough 
that last week’s leader, 
Tom Cruise’s “Mission: Im¬ 
possible — Rogue Nation,” 
held the top spot with $29.4 
million in its second week. 
The overwhelming flop for 
“Fantastic Four” is a rare 
humbling for a Marvel su¬ 
perhero film, which often 
gross more than $20 mil¬ 
lion in just one night. The 
film has been savaged by 
critics and was dogged 
by reports of creative diffi¬ 
culties. Director Josh Trank 
even distanced himself 
from it Thursday in a tweet 
he soon-after deleted in 
which he alluded to studio 
interference: “A year ago I 
had a fantastic version of 
this,” he wrote. 

“Fantastic Four” was Fox’s 
attempt to revive a fran¬ 
chise just 10 years after 
its launch. But those ear¬ 
lier films — neither of which 
critics or fans much liked — 
opened twice as well. The 
2005 original debuted with 
$56.1 million and the 2007 
sequel, “Fantastic Four: The 
Silver Surfer,” opened with 
$58.1 million. 

The reboot, made for $120 
million and with a massive 
marketing budget, was 


designed with a youthful 
bent, enlisting Trank (who 
had only 2012’s “Chroni¬ 
cle” under his belt) and a 
cast of Miles Teller, Michael 
B. Jordan, Kate Mara and 
Jamie Bell. A sequel, al¬ 
ready scheduled for 2017, 
now seems very unlikely. 
“Obviously, we’re disap¬ 
pointed,” said Chris Aron¬ 
son, head of distribution for 
Fox. “We’ll do a post-mor¬ 
tem. As we do with every¬ 
thing that doesn’t work out, 
we’ll try to figure out why 
and move forward.” 

As late as Tuesday, Fox had 
tracking data that suggest¬ 
ed the opening the indus¬ 
try was widely expecting: 
about $40 million to $50 
million. But the fortunes for 
the film seemed to turn with 
the unusually bad critical 
reaction. “The combina¬ 
tion of less-than-desirable 
reviews and fhe power of 


social media conspired fo 
suppress the opening,” Ar¬ 
onson said. 

Paul Dergarabedian, se¬ 
nior media analyst for box- 
office tracker Rentrak, also 
pointed to social media’s 
blazingly fast spread of 
bad buzz. The film didn’t 
fare much better abroad, 
where it earned $34.1 mil¬ 
lion. “The fanboys and the 
fangirls listen to each other 
via social media. They also 
respect the filmmakers who 
are making these films. 
That could have an impact 
making the movie,” Derga¬ 
rabedian said. “This shows 
you how powerful the so¬ 
cial chatter can be.” 
Several other less high-pro¬ 
file releases fared better 
over the weekend. 

The suspense thriller “The 
Gift,” directed by co-star 
Joel Edgerton and star¬ 
ring Jason Bateman and 


Rebecca Hall, opened in 
third with $12 million. Made 
for just $5 million, it’s a 
strong start for the new STX 


AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Some 
of Broadway’s best will 
join Audra McDonald in a 
revival of fhe 1920s musi¬ 
cal “Shuffle Along,” includ¬ 
ing Brian Stokes Mitchell, 
Billy Porter, Brandon Victor 
Dixon and Joshua Henry. 
Two have Tonys, the others 
are Tony nominated. Dixon 
played Harpo in “The Color 
Purple” and Berry Gordy in 
“Motown.” Porter won a 
Tony for his performance as 
Lola in “Kinky Boots.” Mitch¬ 
ell won a Tony for “Kiss 
Me Kate” and got nods 
for “Man of La Mancha,” 


Productions, which is plan¬ 
ning a slate of mid-level 
budget films. 

The Meryl Sfreep rocker 
“Ricki and fhe Flash” de¬ 
buted with $7 million on 
1,603 screens for Sony’s 
TriStar Pictures. The film, 
directed by Jonathan 
Demme and co-starring 
Kevin Kline, will expand in 
coming weeks. Worse off 
was Aardman Entertain¬ 
ment’s “Shaun the Sheep 
Movie” from Lionsgate. 
Though reviews were 
good, the film, based on 
fhe animated British TV se¬ 
ries, earned only $4 million 
over the weekend and 
$5.6 million since opening 
Wednesday. 

Estimated ticket sales for 
Friday through Sunday at 
U.S. and Canadian the¬ 
aters, according to Rent¬ 
rak. Where available, the 
latest international num¬ 
bers for Friday fhrough Sun¬ 
day are also included. □ 


’’Ragtime” and “King Hed- 
ley II.” Henry has nomina¬ 
tions for “The Scottsboro 
Boys” and “Violet.” The 
casting was announced 
Sunday. “Shuffle Along” 
was one of the first Broad¬ 
way musicals to be written 
and directed by African- 
Americans. With music and 
lyrics by noted compos¬ 
ers Eubie Blake and Noble 
Sissle, it had Broadway’s 
first jazz score that included 
the songs “(I’m Just) Wild 
About Harry,” ’’Love Will 
Find a Way,” ’’Bandana 
Days” and “Shuffle Along.” 
□ 


Big names join Broadway revivai 
of musicai ‘Shuffle Aiong’ 
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Reelz says Miss USA Pageant belongs on a broadcast network 



Miss CEO REELZ Channel Stan E. Hubbard, right, speaks during a press conterence prior to the 
2015 Miss USA pageant in Baton Rouge, La., Sunday, July 12, 2015. 

Associated Press 


ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — 

Stan E. Hubbard, the CEO 
at Reelz, says the network 
is “darn proud” ot airing 
the Miss USA Pageant but it 
was likely a one-time thing. 
Reelz agreed to air the 
event after NBC and Univi¬ 
sion dropped out because 
of pageant co-owner Don¬ 
ald Trump's remarks about 
immigrants as he launched 
his presidential campaign. 
“They belong on a broad¬ 
cast network,” Hubbard 
told journalists Sunday. “I 
do believe that there prob¬ 
ably has to be an owner¬ 
ship change in the orga¬ 
nization. For my two cents 
I don’t see Trump going 
away easily for NBC. I don’t 
know how it's going to play 
out. I don’t hove a dog in 
the fight. Our agreement 
for the organization and 
the pageant was for one 
event,” he said. 

Nielsen company said few¬ 


er than 1 million people 
watched, down from 5.6 
million viewers on NBC in 
2014. 

While Hubbard acknowl¬ 
edged “we didn’t do 
NBC numbers,” the rat¬ 
ings worked for the family- 
owned, independent Reelz 
channel because it provid¬ 
ed an introduction to new 
viewers and advertisers. 
Hubbard said they con¬ 
nected with “about 700 
agencies” to ask about 
advertising for the pageant 
and “almost universally we 
were told, ‘We love what 
you’re doing, we’re glad 
that you're doing it, but we 
can't.’” 

The CEO reiterated that 
the reason Reelz decided 
to pick up the Miss USA 
Pageant was for the wom¬ 
en competing, the city of 
Baton Rouge which had 
“rolled out the red carpet” 
for the event and its long¬ 
time fans. 

Hubbard stressed they 


were not trying to help 
Trump whose comments he 
described as “terrible” and 
“ridiculous.” 

In 2011, Reelz swooped in 


to air “The Kennedys” mini¬ 
series when History decid¬ 
ed against it. 

We’re “a network that’s 
able and willing to stand 


up and make some of 
those tough decisions even 
in a politically charged at¬ 
mosphere when they pop 
up,” Hubbard soid.Q 





Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t^S U muttcv ofprestige and quality... with the purchase of $ 20 ^+^up^ present ^ 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arubian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
WWW. aruhibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 
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Shiva's 
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Open n whole new world 



















































Shiva's 

Palm Beach Plaza: 

LG. Smith Blvd #95, Palm Beach Plaza 
Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba 
Phone #: (297) 586-2526 

www.shivasjewelers.com 
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Big Bang Unico Full Magic Gold. 
UNICO column-wheel chronograph. 
In-house Hublot movement. 72-hour 
power reserve. Case and bezel crafted 
using a scratch-resistant and non-oxidizing 
18K gold alloy invented and developed 
by Hublot: Magic Gold. Interchangeable 
strap by a unique attachment. 
Limited edition of 250 pieces. 



